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Part 1:

How to Get a Safe Room With Federal Funding

· Oklahoma and Arkansas both have government run programs to help the residents get safe rooms to protect them in times of disaster.

· Oklahoma’s program is federally funded.

· Oklahoma uses only State funds to assist the citizens in obtaining safe rooms—shelters that are anchored and reinforced to withstand the impact of flying debris and extreme wind.

· Basic criteria must be followed in building a safe room.  These minimum standards can be found in document 320 (see www.fema.gov).

· Because of the large number of residents affected by the storms in Oklahoma, over $1 million of Federal funds have been provided to assist the residents in obtaining safe rooms.  This has allowed the State to reimburse accepted applicants up to $2,000 (full cost ranges from $3,000 - $5,000) to aid with the cost of building a safe room.

· Funds are not distributed to the recipients until after the safe room is completed and inspected to meet the minimum standards.    

· Applicants for funding are required to be homeowners.   The State decided to first help those who have experienced the most damage in previous storms.  Next to be helped are those homeowners who received any damage at all from previous storms.  The final stage is funding for all remaining homeowners in Oklahoma.

· Involving county and city officials is essential to making the program work.  Other partners that provided support included volunteer agencies involved in disasters, vocational technical centers, FEMA, and the media.  

Part 2:

How to Get a Safe Room With State Funding

Amendments to Act 511 in 1993 and 1995 made state funds available after a disaster and in preparation for future disasters.  This required vulnerability analysis and risk assessment.

· With the help of the University of Arkansas, the State decided to use the State-allocated funds to assist homeowners in building safe rooms.  They were able to distribute $1,000 to accepted applicants.

·  There are five simple steps in the application process:

1. Install a safe room.

2. Fill out safe room shelter application (see www.adem.state.ar.us).

3. Provide pictures and cost documentation.

4. Ask local officials to verify installation.

5. Send in application, pictures, and documentation.

NOTE: For more information go to www.windttu.edu and www.nssa.cc
