F e d e r a |

GIS Connections

FALL ESR 19909

FEMA and ESRI
Helping to Build Disaster-Resistant Communities

Through the Project Impact initiative (Buildin
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ESRI have formed a national partnership ai
at providing information about how to redu
damage that is caused by disasters to U.S.
dents, business owners, schools, communi
groups, and local governments via the FEMA
ESRI Internet site. FEMA Director James L
Witt and Jack Dangermond, president of ES
formalized the partnership at a ceremony
FEMA's Washington, D.C., headquarters
June 8, 1999.

“ESRI and FEMA's Project Impact have mad
significant commitment to encourage the us
GIS in communities across the country so t
they can take action to reduce disaster dam
and with this important partnership ESRI wijll
provide home owners and community leaders ’ 5
with informatiqn th_at will assist in that _eﬁort, James Lee Witt (left), director of FEMA, ane
James Lee Witt, director of FEMA, said at the 50y pangermond formalize ESRI becom-
signing ceremony. “We welcome ESRI to Project
Impact to help change the way America degls
with disasters. We know that through this part-
nership we can reduce property damage and Weéeb site to get the tools to reduce damage injthe

can save lives.” community. The ESRInatural hazards Web site, “We see our partnership with FEMA as a dem-
www.esri.com/hazards, can also be accessed franstration of the power of information and how
As part of the partnership, ESRI is providing th&EMA's Web site, www.fema.gov/impact/. Thewe can utilize the Web to get this valuable GIS
online maps, data, and information to help condata will serve as an educational tool for cominformation,” says Jack Dangermond, president
munities assess their disaster risks, identify Hamunities across the country by sharing gemf ESRI. “Using FEMA' flood data, a standard
ards, and promote public awareness and mitiggraphic knowledge about local hazards andommercial off-the-shelf (COTS) product, and
tion planning and management. Community leagerompting damage reduction measures for thoseistomization, we were able to unlock the flood
ers and home owners can also utilize the FEMASsks. maps for virtually everyone to use.” Dangermond
went on to say that FEMA, in using this type of
“FEMA and ESRI are pleased to provide thidVeb-based GIS, is leading the way to protect our
important technology to home owners and cancommunities from potential disasters.

munity leaders. Through Project Impact this|is

the first opportunity for people to look at a floodESRI has been involved with developing Web
map. Now people have easy access to informsites for the Bureau of the Census, U.S. Geologi-
tion like that,” said Michael Armstrong, associ-cal Survey, U.S. EPA, and the U.S. Fish & Wild-
ate director for mitigation. The Web site createlife Service. “I believe public sector, federal, state,
an effective way for the public to get a picture|ofnd local geographic information will be lever-
the potential for disasters in their communitiesiged for hundreds of new applications. A map
and to take action to prevent damage and loss ader interface over the Internet provides an easy
life. Armstrong called the site a “starting place’method for citizens to understand and make use of
for understanding disaster risks in people’s owthe geographic data many public sector agencies
backyards and providing the tools so communhave been collecting,” Dagggtimaed eltede 2
ties do not have to become victims.

ing a business partner for Project Impact:#:= L sl drae
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For more information, visit FEMA’s
Project Impact Web site at

www.fema.gov/impact/

or call 202-646-4600.
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Initial RCAGIS screen

Helping to Build Disaster-Resistant Communities
Continued from cover

addition, Santa Barbara County, California,
begin a GIS project for looking at potential
sasters using a Project Impact grant from FE
Santa Barbara County will use their grant to
duce the damage caused by natural disasters.

FEMA's Project Impact: Building Disaster-Re-
sistant Communities is focused on promoti .
local preventive measures that will help red m'
the loss of lives and property during disastetion is vital, and long-term preventive efforts and
events. It is a commonsense approach basediamestments are essential. Currently, 120 com-
three principles—preventive actions must be denunities throughout the United States are par-
cided at the local level, private sector participaticipating in Project Impact.
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Regional Crime Mapping
Breaking Jurisdictional Barriers

Alex Mudd, U.S. Department of Justice, Criminal Division
David Nulph, INDUS Corporation

The Department of Justice, Criminal Division, haé\ccess to data is only a piece of the problem, how-
developed an ESRI MapObjettsased spatial ever. Software capable of analyzing this vast
crime analysis system. The application, known e@nount of crime data had to be made available to
Regional Crime Analysis Geographic Informatiorall members of the RCAS group. It was clear from
System (RCAGIS), was specifically developed téhe outset that GIS capabilities would be the focus
assist police departments in analyzing crime gnef the new software for the RCAS group as GIS
regional basis. Police departments have histoiteols are becoming critical to the daily operations
cally restricted their analysis of crime to their owrdf police departments nationwide. GIS is valu-
jurisdictions and have been very slow to sharable to police departments in many ways includ-
crime data with other police departments, primang identifying problem areas, coordinating re-
rily because of either technical or political barfi-sources, linking incidents to known offenders, help-
ers. This close-to-the-vest mindset regarding crimigg to identify social indicators of crime, produc-
incident data can make the analysis of crime acroisigy and distributing maps and reports to officers
jurisdictional boundaries exceedingly difficult. Aand the community, coordinating strategies to re-
police department’s crime analysis staff may havaduce crime, and assessing the effectiveness of po-
no information regarding a string of burglariedice activity.
occurring blocks away from its border because it
Sant get access to that data. Phil Canter, the chief statistician at the Baltimore
County Police Department, who is responsible for
leading the effort to build the GIS application for
the RCAS group, turned to the Department of Jus-
In 1994, a string of related crimes occurring acrogice, Criminal Division, GIS staff for help. Phil
several police jurisdictions in Maryland promptecknew that the Criminal Division’s GIS staff, headed
a coalition of counties and cities in Maryland tdoy John DeVoe, had developed a crime analysis
agree to share crime incident data in a central repplication being used by the Montgomery County
pository that is accessible to all members of tholice Department in Maryland. This was an ESRI
group. Figure 1 is a map of the participating courArcView® GIS-based application called Spatial
ties. The group, known as the Regional Crim€rime Analysis System (SCAS) that had many of
Analysis System (RCAS), made the crucial decthe capabilities Mr. Canter was seeking for the
sion to develop a centralized, standardized crinf@CAS group. After a series of demonstrations and
incident database to be used for all shared crinmeeetings, it was agreed that the Criminal Division
data. The group also developed a data entry apghiS staff (with application development support
cation to assist with entering data into the new d&om INDUS Corporation) would provide pro-
tabase. The new database improved communigtamming support and technical assistance for the
tion among the police departments and loweredevelopment of a spatial crime analysis applica-
the response time for identifying crime trends.| tion for the RCAS group.

HISTORY
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ABOUT THE APPLICATION &M&I ""g I The RCAGIS map viewer
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The requirements for the new application, chris| = E=55%3 \{:x £ ?r

tened RCAGIS, were straightforward. In additior| # & | o M - ey

to possessing all of the analysis tools of SCAS, |* = b o P o 2

had to be fast, cheap, and easy to use. The init[* === o ] it B

intent of modifying SCAS for use by the RCAS = &= s=se s : ir T F " i

group had to be abandoned due to cost. Sin| = § '.-I [ = Ty ! Crime type selection from the

SCAS's intended user base was essentially or ] . 3 "*":_:15- . a RCAGIS query wizard

crime analysts, police departments were require—— {4 * "'"" Ty gt -

to purchase relatively few ArcView GIS (with Spa-| 5 I._‘- e f Y T |

tial Analyst) licenses. The new application bein| = i' Y £l e .

developed for the RCAS group was targeted frpt VTR . T TONEL T

the outset to be used by nearly all personnel o (|

police department, from beat officers all the wa [ = R e e o —

ideal solution to the problem. Since a MapObj
application could be delivered with a $100-p¢
seat license fee, the cost to police departmg
would be relatively low.

rThe third mode, Automated Reports, contains re-

rerts for officers, analysts, and the command staff.

The report generation system, built with Sedate

Software’s Crystal Reportswill produce a wide

The RCAGIS application was designed for easéariety of reports. Some sample reports include

of use by police personnel with minimal (or npyncident reports with the option of including known

training, yet sophisticated enough to satisfy theuspect information, 28-day comparisons with day

needs of professional crime analysts. To accoraf week and time of day cross tabulations, auto

plish this, RCAGIS was designed with three basitheft and recovery location reports, crime alert

entry points, QuickMap, Mapper/Analyst, andhotices, and daily/weekly/monthly reports. De-

Automated Reports, from a kiosk-style main scrediailed crime incident reports can be generated in

(Figure 2). QuickMap guides the user through Both QuickMap and Mapper/Analyst. Reports

query wizard designed to easily collect the spéased on selected sets of crime incidents from the

cific information the user is interested in: crimenap itself are available as well as a variety of sum-

types, geographic area, date ranges, and so fomary reports and statistical breakdowns that are

Figure 3 is a sample screen from the query wizarbdlased on crime types and date ranges. Figure 5 is

Upon completion of the wizard, RCAGIS con-a sample report. For more information, contact
structs an SQL query, passes it to the incident|da-

tabase, and returns with a selected set of recofd§TS AND BOLTS John DeVoe

that are symbolized and displayed on a map inthe GIS Staff Chief

RCAGIS viewer. The viewer provides basic GISRCAGIS runs on the Windo®95/98/NT plat- Criminal Division

interface tools such as pan, zoom, identify, prinform. RCAGIS was developed with Microsoft USDOJ

and report generation. Figure 4 is the RCAGI8isual Basi€ 5.0 and Microsoft Visual 1400 New York Avenue, NW, Room 7120
map viewer. SourceSafé for source code management. AWashington, DC 20530
Microsoft Access database back end was used 292-514-8510

The second mode, Mapper/Analyst, was designet¢velopment and testing. Since it was desirable femail: john.devoe@usdoj.gov
for use by crime analysts or personnel with sutiot force a particular database management sys-

stantial training in the operation of the tools. Théem (DBMS) requirement on police department8hil Canter

initial incident query is very similar to that of who desire to run RCAGIS, RCAGIS was designe@hief Statistician

QuickMap, though the query wizard has more ddo be DBMS-independent. As long as the strudsrime Analysis Unit

tailed options for refining the query. Once the quertgre of the RCAS database on the DBMS servéaltimore County Police Department
is finished, though, an entire suite of sophisticatg@mains consistent, then RCAGIS can successfulf00 East Joppa Road

crime analysis tools becomes available. Auto thefise it. This was accomplished by using Open Daewson, MD 21286

locations can be linked with recovery locationsiabase Connectivity (ODBC) for all database quet10-887-4946

and known suspect home addresses can be linkéep. Variations in the SQL standard among vark-mail: pcanter@co.ba.md.us

assist in defining crime hot spots. The Criminafjuery strings. GIS Site Manager

Division GIS staff did not have the statistical bagk- INDUS Corporation

itiihe RCAGIS application is, at this writing, being1953 Gallows Road, Suite 300
dested at police departments throughout Marylan¥ienna, VA 22182

made available to law enforcement agencies.



Reaching Across the Region Through WGIS

Dennis G. Crow, Community Planner (GIS)

Property [atabase
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area accessible to all. The Consortium helps
eral, local, and private corporations collaborat e T P S
. . . LA rar Lel) g ] i
prodL_Jce hlgh-quallty geograph_lc dqta products ] : ¥ i sasezEmen §200 000
applications, develop applications, manag Ay W + L . Fera Hoal 3 s
projects, and educate partners and the public ab - | | = : Zomirg

to successful governance, cities and counties
good technology leaders as much as they
quality police chiefs and public works director

sion makers to bring cutting-edge technolog
the effective management of the District of
lumbia and the metropolitan region.

F it - L

Over the last five y_ears, Consomgm_members_ a)f?C Orthophotography linked to ownership data
worked together in a partnership in the nation’s
capital to educate agencies on the benefits of useeds and a variety of projects. This collaborativeon linkage of various data sources, with the re-
ing geographic information and other spatial tectdevelopment and distribution process provides treponsibility for data belonging to the owner of the
nologies to plan resources, provide public servicemformation users need to analyze their prograndata, but with everyone having access to the data.”
and promote economic development. The Convith geoprocessing technologies that have histori-

sortium also assists local, federal, and regionahlly been cost-prohibitive. The Consortium useghe month of May also saw the implementation
agencies with their implementation of both shortArcView GIS as the general GIS tool and Arclffo of the District of Columbia’s Intranet mapping
and long-term projects by providing contractingArcView Internet Map Server (IMS), and system, DCAtlas. The Consortium provided tech-
vehicles, management services, and technica| adapObjects Internet Map Server (IMS) softwaranical assistance and contracting support. Dave
sistance. for specialized GIS operations. Seidman, GIS program manager for the DC chief
The WGIS Consortium provides current and technology officer, said he has identified over 100

Today the Consortium serves as a regional res UIee ol bartners an oopo rtunity to obtain geogra h,f)romising GIS applications in the District govern-
P pp geog fent and expects GIS to play a critical role in the

where government agencies, corporations, assg- . . X
ciations, and community groups can obtain hi Jata about the meFropcl)Iltan region of Washlrlg on,
' .C. The Consortium is hard at work establishin

quality digital base data includin
orthophotography, property zoning data, and o rq;lsystem of shared databases, data analyses, n

ership and taxation information. The Consorti nﬁ]mg applications, computer-aided design,

has produced these data layers by creating speCIar‘ee-dlmensmnal modeling of the City that

g
interest groups (SIGs) with representatives fr r%nable interactive and collaborative forecasting, | ="

both business and governmerlt sectors. These lﬁ‘?‘e Consortium is beginning to flourish as eac
are managed by the C.OITI.S.OI’tIum anq share.pr dlr‘r%nth brings new opportunities and projects.
development responsibilities associated with ril 1999 the Consortium helped the Washing
creation. As the data products are created, B D.C., Metropolitan Police Department, the

are made available to all WGIS partners and tqul' and the Secret Service plan for the NATC
public. 50th Anniversary conference. The Consortiur]

used its CAD and GIS data with other agencies .

yaper documents and notes to create maps of trea{ly event map used for NATO conference

n fosings, building footprints, and schedules aofeengineering of City government that Mayor Tony
nts that could be used in common to codrdiilliams is committed to carrying out. The po-

The groups currently active in the Consortium r
resent law enforcement, land use, health and
ronment, and transportation communities. W/t

Lye
members of the law enforcement, land use, ’Pn‘ite the duties of these federal and local law|etential applications, many of which were identi-
Fransportatlon groups, the Consortium is develoﬁ’ércement agencies. fied by District staff, included over 50 maps con-
Ing dgtalled planimetric vector data Iaye.rs for the taining data such as ward boundaries, census tracts
City's infrastructure. The health and environmeny yjay, as a major step in drafting ts strategic plaind streets that can be viewed, printéd, and down-
group members have collaborated with the lang, e next five years, the Consortium used elegaded. The parcel property data and the plani-
use group to bring District of Columbiaonic forum technology to collect and assemplenetric data, also created through the technical sup-
brownfields data to the new DC Atlas Intrafiefs hartners’ views on sharing geographic and p aport of the Consortium, will eventually be incor-
mapping application. ning data. Atotal of 50 participants spent a day iorated into DC Atlas.
one of four focus groups discussing needs, ben-
The data standards and use of ArcView GIS S?%Tits, and possible organizational structures of @n June the Consortium worked on distributing data
ware help public and private entities develop Gla,anded WGIS Consortium. One participanto many of its diverse public and private sector

information that is compatible across a range Qfommented, “/ like the idea of WGIS being a comelients. Recent clients for WGIS data include
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DC Atlas home page

Moshie Safdie Associates; CH2M HILL, Inc.; Pro-
duction Accounting; Gorove/Slade Associat S,
Inc.; William C. Smith Real Estate Architectural
Interiors; Veterans Affairs Medical Center; Baker
GeoResearch Corporation, Inc.; and the Hudgens
Foundation.

July sees the Consortium coordinating regi naﬁ
geographic data exchanges between the General
Services Administration and the National Park
Service to better map their respective property and
facilities. Moreover, the National Capital Pl n-,
ning Commission staff, to enhance its analysis of
new sites for monuments, memorials, and muse-

Goals of the WGIS Consortium include creatin
constellation of value-added products and servi
that will

Distribute common data as “just-in-time i
formation” about the region for public an
private decision makers.

Reduce costs to partners and the public by ¢
dinating the collection and dissemination of s
tial data and eliminating redundant systems.

Help provide better customer service to p
lic as well as private partners.

g & keeping with these goals, the Clinton/Gore Liv-

cedility Agenda emphasizes that “by sharing exper-
tise and resources, the federal government provides
tools so local communities can protect green space

n-for wildlife and recreation, ease traffic congestion,

dand pursue regional ‘smart growth’strategies.” The
current WGIS efforts have already made great
strides toward implementing such a vision.

00r-

P he WGIS Consortium is already moving in a posi-
tive direction and can now provide products and
services to its partners to assist them in planning,

program management, provision of services, and
management of facilities and real estate.

Distribute responsibility for producing and
sharing information across business sectors
and throughout the region in order to obtaifFor more information, contact

higher quality and compatible data.

Deserene Worsley

Provide enhanced communication of that inpirector
formation to the public and encourage greateGIS
collaboration among public and private sec801 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 301

tor decision makers.

Washington, DC 20576
Tel.: 202-482-7235

Create a financially self-sustaining organizarax: 202-482-7272
tion to achieve these goals and to promote-mail: des@ncpc.gov
research, development, and use of GIS applit/eb: www.ncpc.gov

ums will use the Park Service vector data.

cations throughout the region.

USDI BLM and USDA Forest Service—
Working Toward a National Integrated Land System

Both the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BL
and the U.S. Forest Service are committed to
viding their users with integrated spatial data ac
the national landscape for ecosystem-level
source planning and management. The visig
to make parcel-based land information availa
to managers, specialists, and the public in an
ganized automated system—a fast, easy, U
friendly national integrated land system with b
ter tools for efficient multiple-use management
the public and national forest lands. In orde
make this vision a reality, the foundation for lan

scape analysis, a common parcel-level land infotional partnerships with state governments, throug!

mation system, must be developed.

The National Integrated Lands System (NILS
a joint development project between the U.S.

partment of the Interior's Bureau of Land Man-ment to develop the data model and related appl

agement and the U.S. Department of Agricultu
Forest Service to provide a common data mg
and tool sets for managing cadastral and |
record (parcel) data. This project is an oppo

nity for the federal government to work with stategeneration technologies.

and local governments and the private sectq
develop a common data solution and tool set

will support decision making at all levels as weling toward a common cadastral data model.

as provide better public access to the country’s
records. The data model and tools will provid

the infrastructure for depicting cadastral (landjure,” said Jack Dangermond, president of ESRI.

data. This infrastructure includes control, coo
nates, boundaries, land descriptions, and land
(parcels) necessary to manage and display |

MNILS will provide the foundation for linking t
prother business data and processes since the co | |
08s80N element is land.

re-

nMILS has advisory support from a group known Arclinfo 8
blas the Parcel Consortium. The Parcel Consortjur A
ds a partnership of a number of federal, state, an a
séoeal governments and private sector organization |
g p ¢} ——

etthat are working with the NILS project. The Con-
ofortium is made up of the USDI Bureau of Land
tManagement; the USDA Forest Service; Fairview
dindustries; and Oakland County, Michigan. Addi-

Cadastral Data Model—Spatial Feature Types
Control Network

. . R Ownership Boundaries
the National States Geographic Information Coun

cil (NSGIC) and the National Association of Coun-
ities (NACO), are in the works. NILS and the Can-
Desortium are working with ESRI in a team environ-

Parcels
Graphics
Easements & Right-of-Way

Complex Features
Annotation

esations based on ArcInfo 8.x technology. The
dptoject is using an object-oriented analysis and
ardgesign methodology and Rapid Application Dednfrastructureas prepared by the Cadastral Sub-

twrelopment (RAD) technigues to develop these nexbmmittee of the Federal Geographic Data Com-
mittee (FGDC), and plans include the integration

and distribution of the data model and tools with

-the ArcInfo 8.1 release. The cadastral data model
hsnd requirements for the extensions will be pro-

amiblic/private partnership is the embodiment|ofided to the Open GIS Consortium through the

eFGDC's vision for a National Spatial Data Infrastruc+GDC's Cadastral Subcommittee.

r to
th&ESRI is very excited to be part of this effort in wor|

di-
unitke data model is based on thadastral Data
ar@ontent Standard for the National Spatial Data

Leslie Cone, project manager for NILS, charac-
terized the effort as “an excellent opportunity for
continued on page 6
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ESRI will be demonstrating its latest GIS

technology at these upcoming events.
Be sure to mark your calendar!

AFCEA ’99
10/5/99-10/7/99
Barnes Field House

Ft. Huachuca, AZ

Booth #123

NASA AMES Research Center ‘99
10/27/99
Mountain View, CA

COMDEX ’99 (FALL)
11/15/99-11/19/99
Las Vegas Convention Center
Las Vegas, NV

TECH EXPO 2000
4/18/00-4/20/00
Los Angeles Convention Center
Los Angeles, CA

ESRI Federal User Group Meeting
5/4/00-5/5/00
National Geographic Society
Washington, D.C.

GTC WEST 2000
5/17/00-5/19/00
Sacramento Convention Center
Sacramento, CA

ASPRS 2000
5/22/00-5/26/00
Omni Shoreham Hotel
Washington, D.C.

Twentieth Annual ESRI
International User Conference
6/26/00-6/30/00
San Diego Convention Center
San Diego, CA

Visit the
ESRI Federal User Group Web Site

www.esri.com/federalusers

USDI BLM and USDA Forest Service
Continued from page 5

the federal government to work with state and|ld-ield Survey Extension—conceived as a light-
cal governments and the private sector to develogeight extension to popular survey software pack-
a common data solution and tool set that will berages that supports the in-field collection of mea-
efit all parties and provide better public access surement management features along with their
the country’s land records.” quality as metadata. This extension may be thought
of as an integrated set of automation objects that
Several concurrent application developmerdre embedded into compatible survey data collec-
projects, as initially conceived, are also brieflytion software packages to support the capture of
described below. measurement features and metadata into the
Arcinfo 8.x object-model database format.
Measurement Management Extension—an
Arcinfo-based component tool set intended to eriseoCommunicator—an Internet-based subscrip-
able users to create a higher quality network retion service and client application for sharing ac-
resentation of the Public Land Survey Systeroess to planned and existing cadastral, PLSS, and
(PLSS) and a more comprehensive parcel fabriparcel-related projects. The GeoCommunicator is
The Measurement Management Extension wouldtended to provide browser-based access to the
be utilized to process a set of new and existingfeb clearinghouse where users can track cadas-
measurement features and to produce a new| fegal projects and locate resources of interest.

ture coordinate solution by performing a weighted

planimetric—geodetic adjustment according to thadditional information and project updates will be
qualitative characteristics of individual feature elprovided on the Web site for the BLM home page
ements in a working set. (Www.blm.gov).

. For more information please contact
Parcel Management Extension—a core tool set

for managing land records and cadastral featu[gslie Cone. Bureau of Land Management
data stored in the Arclinfo object-model. This ex- ' 9 '

. . at 303-236-0815
tension of Arcinfo 8.x would provide custom fega- : . .
s Dennis Moonier, U.S. Forest Service,
ture classes, tools, and procedures for editing [an
; - : . at 503-808-2406
records in a transactional, history-tracking enviz

ronment. The Parcel Management Extension Wﬁcott Oppmann, Oakland County, Michigan,

. . ) o t 248-452-9198
include tools for creating, deleting, splitting, an L .
- . - ancy von Meyer, Fairview Industries,

merging parcels using coordinate geometry opera:
. . at 608-437-6701
tions (COGO). Users will be able to customiz . .

. . : . b Ader, Chairman, Cadastral Subcommittee,
this extension to accommodate their establish

work flow and business processes DC, at 303-236-3587
’ John Steffenson, ESRI, at 303-449-7779

ESRI Federal User Group News

An important component of a user group meeting technology with a perspective on the future. Jack
the exchange of information among users. Many yeakared his vision of geography and GIS providing the
of GIS experience are collectively shared and dissenfiamework that brings it all together. Jack described
nated through presentations for users by other usdvew distributed GIS can provide new data coopera-
The ESRI Federal User Group (FUG) is a uniguion among agencies as well as enhance data dissemi-
opportunity for you to meet with other ESRI federahation and distributed data integration. David Maguire
users to discuss important issues and exchange infamd John Calkins of ESRI gave detailed presentations
mation on how GIS technology can help solve comand demonstrations on ESRI’'s next generation of soft-
plex problems within your industry. ware, Arcinfo 8, Geostatistical Analyst, and a metadata
tool.

1999 ESRI Federal User Group Meeting—
A Huge Success!

The second day was dedicated to presentations from
Nearly 200 ESRI federal users from virtually all theeSRI federal users on how various agencies are using
U.S. national agencies gathered at the National GEeSRI GIS technology. In addition, the second day
graphic Society (NGS) headquarters in Washingtoalso gave ESRI federal users the opportunity to speak
D.C., on April 29-30, 1999, to network and exchangeut and connect on serious issues that face federal GIS
information on common GIS implementations angbrofessionals. User presentations included the fol-
applications. lowing:

On the first day of the meeting, federal users wete Integrating ArcView GIS in Oracle Applica-
welcomed by senior vice president of mission opera-  tions—Tony Bacon, U.S. Forest Service

tions for NGS, Dale Petroskey, and shown an ingpik  Coastal and Offshore Resource Information Sys-
ing video on how the NGS is exploring geography  tem—James Bennett and Norm Froomer, Min-
through many cutting-edge programs. Jack erals Management Service, U.S. Department of
Dangermond, ESRI president, described ESRI GIS  the Interior
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TIGER and the American FactFindedack | Federal User Group Meeting Held at the

George, U.S. Census Bureau 1999 ESRI International User Conference

The National Atlas of the United States|ofAmongst 9,000 attendees, technical sessions, vendor
America—Jay Donnelly, U.S. Geological Sur-exhibits, and ESRI demonstrations, the ESRI Federal
vey User Group held its annual meeting in conjunction
AWeb-Based GIS for Integrated Regional Oceanith the Nineteenth Annual ESRI International User
Management-Anne Hale—Miglarese, U.S. Conference on Thursday, July 29, 1999, in San Di-
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administraego, California. FUG Cochairs Ray Johnston (U.S.
tion Forest Service) and Jim Jancaitis (U.S. Geological Sur-
GIS Mapping Applications at the Bureau of Invey) gave a presentation on where the group is and
dian Affairs—Dennis Marenger, U.S. Bureau ofwhat is on the horizon for the future. The areas out-
Indian Affairs lined for future FUG activities are as follows:

BIA Land Title Mapper SystemDarryl
LaCounte and Randy McKinley, U.S. Bureau> Developing special technical interest areas in
of Indian Affairs conjunction with the NSDI framework (geodetic
Hurricane Mitch Disaster ReliefJim Jancaitis, control, orthoimagery, elevation, transportation,
U.S. Geological Survey hydrography, governmental units, and cadastral

ENGLinks Interactive Geospatial Components:
Intranet GIS for Emergency Management >
Andrew Bruzewicz, U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers
The National Spatial Data Infrastructure: Co-
ordinating Geographic Data Acquisition and

>

information)

Adding additional information to the FUG Web
site such as metadata tools for ArcView GIS
Holding federal-focused Arcinfo 8 workshops
to aid federal users in rolling out the next release
within their agency

ESRI Federal User Group Web Site
www.esri.com/federalusers

Access-John Moeller, Federal Geographic Data

Committee David Maguire, ESRI, also gave a presentation on the
»  EnviroMapper: Internet GIS-Assisted Environ-status of the current technical “wish list” developed

mental Analysis-Dave Wolf, U.S. Environmen: by federal users at the 1999 FUG meeting held in

tal Protection Agency Washington, D.C.
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The ESRI Federal User Group Web site offers technical resources, federal case studies, announcements, ¢

82998 links to other ESRI federal user Web sites. This site is password-protected at the request of many of our usel
CPG9M10/99tj First-time users will be required to complete a registration form at the site.
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