Mike Beeman

There are a lot of activities  involving FEAM operations here right now.  The most visible one is the people that are on the scene where the debris piles are, of course is the urban search and rescue operations that are going on.  We have 8 teams of the task force in right now, that are being rotated in to the site area to do the searches, and in fact just a few minutes ago  five firemen were found in a hum-v vehicle near the debris pile.  So we’ve had some successes even today.  So we’re happy to hear and have that news. In addition, we continue to task out requirements to other federal agencies: we have health and human services heavily involved with mortuary affairs activities, health activities, other activities that are associated with airborne materials.  They’re working those heavily.  Army corps of engineers is bringing in a large contingent.  Their commander out of Washington, general Flowers is now here, looking at what all the requirements are for the ARMCE to do tasking and contracting out to be able to start doing heavy debris removal.  And there are a lot of other esfs that are deeply involved in pulling up assets and tasking requirements out.

Communication and partnership is always and imperative and it’s working great here.  Our biggest problem is the fact that the real communication telephone lines continue to be a real problem for us. Verizon’s main switch was under tower 7 that collapsed. So a lot of telephone systems here in NY are having a lot of problems with interconnections.  In fact, the regional office for FEMA has no telephone communications capability at this time.  We’re doing everything off satellite or cell phones and even the cell phone operations are having some serious problems in Manhattan right now. So we are doing a lot of moving around to different locations to talk to people we need to get problems resolved with. Or using other systems to try to get to them by calling in some cases to Albany New York and having a radio system call back in to another site to get to the emergency operations cell we’re trying to get to.  So there’s a lot of ingenuity going on to try and work around problems of communications.

Of course we’re starting to do our hardcourt press to tell everybody that they need to start calling in to the 1-800 number (1800-462-9029) to go ahead and register, to get the teleregistration out of the way so that they can start the ball rolling in getting those dollars to them to start the recovery operations. Everybody needs to start by doing the teleregistration because even those people who are downwind from the cloud and or in the areas that have no power, and there’s been a lot of that in the south end of the island. They may have to go in and ask for rental assistance or housing, or they’re out and already renting or staying somewhere else and they’re looking for reimbursement. They’re first step is to go in and call the teleregistration number and go down that road.

The other area that we’re really concerned about, that people need to know is that they need to register for unemployment because of this disaster.  They need to get hold of their unemployment offices, get the registration materials.  Not only in the state of New York, but the sate of Connecticut and the state of New Jersey, even if there are some that may even be as far as Pennsylvania that are employed in the areas on the southern part of Manhattan that made it so that they could not go to work, and therefore have some eligibility for unemployment. They need to fill the paperwork in, they need to contact the offices in their area and have it sent in.

