Stations, we have Charles Bryant, last name B R Y A N T.  Mr. Bryant is the Operations Officer for the State of Tennessee.  Mr. Bryant has one track for us today regarding applying for disaster assistance.  The track runs 1 minute, 3 seconds; the outcue is, “…available to businesses.”

BRYANT:

Those that feel that they have had a loss need to call the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s toll-free number at 1-800-462-9029.  The hours of operation for that particular number is going to be from 8am to 6pm Eastern Time, Monday through Friday.  However they will be closed on Labor Day.

The only way to really apply and to get the whole started is to call the toll free number.  

The counties that are eligible under this particular declaration is Carter, Cocke, Greene, Johnson, Shelby, Unicoi and Washington Counties.

Folks only in those particular counties that were listed in the declaration are the ones that would be eligible for assistance.

The Federal and State disaster assistance covers the basic needs only and will not normally compensate the individuals for their entire loss.  

If individuals have insurance, the government may help pay for some of the basic needs not covered under the insurance policy.

Some disaster aid does not have to be paid back while others may come in forms of loans to individuals and businesses.  No grants are available to businesses.

