Stations, we have Mike Butler, last name B U T L E R.  Mr. Butler is the Federal Coordinating Officer for the Alabama tornado disaster.  Mr. Butler has three tracks for us today regarding this disaster.

In track one, Mr. Butler discusses the nature of the disaster and what areas were damaged.  The track runs 45 seconds; the outcue is, “… at some level.”

BUTLER:

On the 24th and 25th of November, a line of storms and tornados came through Mississippi, parts of Tennessee and into Alabama associated with a rapid-moving cold-front that moved through those states.  In Alabama, we have nineteen counties that have been declared and they range from Dale County in the very south part of the state, up to Madison County on the Tennessee line.  Most of the damage was concentrated in the northern half of Alabama.  Our damage assessment teams came out and it appeared that approximately 612 owners and renters were impacted by this at some level.

In track two, Mr. Butler discusses the recovery efforts to this point.  The track runs 56 seconds; the outcue is, “… already closed out.”

BUTLER:

Recovery efforts are going well.  The President’s declaration came in on Friday, we got the teleregistration number out on Saturday, and since that time, we have taken a total of 267 registrations.  Of those, 151 have been issued to our inspection force that’s out in the field, and we’ve had 81 of that 151 actually completed.  We have also sent out Community Relations teams into the cities and counties and, of the 19 counties that were declared in the disaster, we have already closed out 11 of those counties.  We have met with the individuals in those counties that were impacted by the storm; we have gotten all their information, gotten them registered.  And we have met with the county commissioners, the city mayors, and they are all satisfied that we have them completely taken care of.  That’s significant, that we’ve got 11 of the 19 that we have already closed out.

And in track three, the final track, Mr. Butler discusses the focus of FEMA’s efforts and what other agencies are involved.  The track runs 32 seconds; the outcue is, “… low cost loans.”

BUTLER:

The focus of the efforts would be in the remaining eight counties to make sure that everyone in those counties who has damage is visited by a FEMA person.  We continue to use all the media outlets to broadcast the teleregistration number because that’s the way the folks start the process, by calling the teleregistration number.  

The Small Business Administration is involved and they have several areas around the state that they’re going to have an individual in a location that people who do not qualify for FEMA aid can go for low cost loans.

