Stations, we have Tom Clareson (last name C L A R E S O N).  Mr. Clareson is the Imaging and Preservation Services Manager at Amigos Library Services in Dallas, Texas.  Mr. Clareson has X tracks for us today regarding keepsake preservation. 

In track one, Mr. Clareson explains what Amigos Library Services does.  The track runs 45 seconds; the outcue is, “… books and photographs.”

CLARESON:

Amigos assists cultural institutions with the preservation of their materials collections.  We especially work with libraries, archives, historical societies and museums.  We also work with these cultural institutions in the time of emergencies and disasters when there might be damages to their materials.  The Amigos preservation service is part of a national network, or safety net, of preservation and conservation centers called the Regional Alliance for Preservation.  If you have a question about preserving almost any kind of material, any kind of family treasure or heirloom, one of these conservation centers will be able to answer it, whether it is from silver jewelry to textiles to books and photographs.

In track two, Mr. Clareson tells people where they can go for more information on preserving their keepsakes.  The track runs 42 seconds; the outcue is, “… preservation as well.”

CLARESON:

We also assist individuals in times of community-wide disasters like the flooding which has hit Houston.  We started working when folks called the Houston Public Library with questions and they wanted to send the questions forward to talk with preservation and conservation specialists.  If you need any type of assistance on your cultural materials, and would like to get information on how to save specific types of materials, you can work with us by calling us at 972-851-8000 and ask for the preservation service area.  There are a number of different websites that we can send you to that will provide information on preservation as well.  

In track three, Mr. Clareson gives some suggestions for trying to restore keepsakes on your own.  The track runs 1 minute, 32 seconds; the outcue is, “…help as well.”

CLARESON:

After making sure that food, shelter and other personal belongings are saved, in the case of a disaster, one of the key things people are interested in saving is their personal books, photographs and keepsakes, and that’s where we can provide information that will help.  Some types of books and media can stick together, can be almost unusable after only 48 to 72 hours of being soaked or saturated in water.  They can also become moldy if they’re in an area where there’s high humidity and high temperature.

Our first key idea is for people to get their materials, their books, photographs, family letters, manuscripts, out of the water and into as low temperature as they can, we prefer between 65 and 70 degrees Fahrenheit, and a relative humidity, or humidity level, of between 30 to 50 percent.  Keep them in areas where it’s dry and fairly cool and that should stem the tide of mold breaking out on the item.  If items are only slightly wet, you can air dry them with fans, or even have them for a short time outside, out of the direct sun or out of the rain if there’s rain going on outside.  That will help get the materials dry to the point where you may be able to store them back in your house again, use them again.  We look to have people dry out their books and materials to the point where, if you run your finger down the middle of the book, that will feel dry.  And you should do that two or three times in various sections of the book.  Also try to see if the area around the spine of the book is dry.  That will help as well.

And in track four, the final track, Mr. Clareson tells who you can turn to help restore heirloom items.  The track runs 53 seconds; the outcue is, “… that you have.”

CLARESON:

If this is something like a family bible or a keepsake that you know you want to keep; if the book is completely soaked or saturated, if you can’t open it, there are conservators and there are some professional disaster recovery services who have a great deal of experience working with cultural heritage materials.  These services do cost some money, but they actually can help you restore the materials that you are trying to save, back to a usable condition.  Probably none of the work that we can suggest for you to do, or that the professional people who would treat or handle the material can do will bring the book back to exactly as it was when it was new.  But they can save it so that you can keep it as a keepsake, so that you can use it in the future and look back on it, and use it with your children, grandchildren, and others, to let them know about some of the family history that you have.

