Stations we have Bob Colangelo, last name spelled:

C O L A N G E L O. Mr. Colangelo is the Federal Coordinating Officer for the Flood Disaster in Illinois. Mr. Colangelo has five tracks for us today in which he talks about the relief and support that FEMA is able to give to disaster victims.

In track one, Mr. Colangelo tells us that FEMA is concerned about people who are missing out on the Federal Aid they are entitled too. The track runs 12 seconds and the out cue is “…on the road to recovery.” 

We are very concerned about people falling through the cracks and not getting the aid that is due to them and if one falls through the cracks, that is one to many. The government assistance cannot make you one hundred percent whole but we can help you get back on the road to recovery.

In track two, Mr. Colangelo outlines what is covered by FEMA grants and loans as opposed to typical homeowners insurance coverage.  The track runs 42 seconds and the out cue is “…as a total grant.” 

Several points I want to make about this disaster and about government disaster assistance in general, is that usually government disaster assistance covers basic needs only. It does not normally cover your entire loss.  And even if you have insurance the government may help pay for basis needs not covered by your insurance policy. Most insurance policies do not cover everything and after your insurance is paid we can sometimes come in a supplement that coverage with FEMA Grants.  Also some disaster aide does not have to be paid back, and some has to be paid back, there are grants and there are loans. If you call the toll free number to apply for assistance at area code 1-800-462-9029 a FEMA representative can explain to you what can be paid back and what can be given to you as a total grant.

In track three, Mr. Colangelo outlines the progress in Illinois since the flood and how FEMA is helping people to determine if they qualify for aid. The track runs 6 second and the out cue is “…trying to do here.” 

We are moving along quite well here in Illinois. We have about 510 applications for individual assistance at this time.  I know there is more out there, and we are trying to get the word out to have people even if they don’t think they qualify to let us make the determination, and sometimes people don’t think they qualify and once they call us we find out that they do qualify and that is what we are trying to do here.

In track four, Mr. Colangelo talks about the Individuals and Family Grant Program and the amount of money dispersed so far.  The track runs 20 seconds and the out cue is “…will get that assistance.” 

There has been money given out.  Today and IFG that is the Individuals and Family Grants program will be released that has all been approved and that money will be released tomorrow. We’re looking at several hundred thousand dollars initially and we have allocated million with the hopes that the people who come forward and have qualifications for assistance will get that assistance.

In the fifth and final track, Mr. Colangelo gives the 1-800 number as the first step in process to determine if you qualify for Federal Disaster Aid. 

The toll free number area code 800-462-9029 is the beginning of the process to let us determine for you if you have any doubts at all that you may have the qualifications to get aide. We can start checking right away for you and if you have any kind of aide coming from the Federal Government, you will get that aide. 

