FEMA 3PM NEWS BRIEFING AT NEW YORK ON SEPTEMBER 18, 2001

CONFERENCE IS ALREADY IN SESSION

[The transmission is very faint in the beginning of the briefing.]

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH

Hi, good afternoon, I’m Joe Allbaugh, director of the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency.  I have Ritchie

Scheirer here with me today, director of the Mayor’s Office 

of Emergency Management, he’ll have a few things to say.  

First and foremost, let me say that I am impressed with the

resiliency of New York City, it’s leadership, especially 

Mayor Guiliani, Commissioner _____, Commissioner _____.  

They have done a remarkable job at a time that is most difficult.  You think about the New York City Fire Department.  Their leadership was essentially decimated and they rebounded with the professionalism that all New Yorker’s would be very proud of.  We are here to facilitate and assist the City in its response, current response mode.  We want you to know that we have ten Urban Search and Rescue Teams here working side by side with New York City’s finest.  The leadership has been incredible.  And quite frankly I’m an outsider, I’m from Oklahoma and Texas, and I can’t imagine New York City without the leadership of Rudy Giuliani.  He is really risen to the

moment.  And he is doing exactly what he needs to do.  Governor Pataki has been right there every step of the way

helping each one of us deal with this situation.  Let me 

make a couple of points.  One we appreciate so much the 

outcry of volunteerism.  The desire to come New York City.

Please do not self-deploy to New York City.  The Virginia

Team has it well in hand.  Food stuff, clothing we have

plenty folks.  We really do.  You want to do something, I

urge you to do two things, possibly three things right off

the bat.  Donate blood to the Red Cross in your local chapter.  Go and visit your local police department and fire department and say thank you those men and women who

put their risk and fight the risk every moment of the day.

And thirdly, what New York City could probably benefit the

most from is cash donations.  I believe there is a web site

the President announced this morning.  Let me give that to

you if you haven’t already been talking about it.  It is

libertyunite.org   wwwlibertyunite.org  and there you’re

able to make a cash donation to the charity of your choice.

Whether it be Catholic Charities, Baptist Men, Salvation

Army, or whatever.  Utilize that on the web.  I appreciate

what the media has done.  I would urge members of the media

to do what you can to capture these individual lives that in the catalog ____.  To make sure that we never forget it.

As long as we remember the name and the faces, this Country

will never forget who they are – True American Heroes.  

Richy.

RICHY:

Thousands of lives in the City and the Metropolitan Area, and in fact in the World changed Tuesday morning with the

Acts of those individuals when they flew those plane into

the World Trade Center.  The Mayor’s Office of Emergency

Management was located in number 7 World Trade Center. The

Building that collapsed into the fire and we have relocated

and set up temporary emergency operations much further north of here to make sure that the coordination it’s so

critical of the local agencies, the State agencies, the

Federal agencies – both law enforcement and emergency management continues.  I think it’s a real mark of the resiliency the people of New York, the public safety people

who many of us have lost a lot friends in that building,

to keep things going and make sure that we’re doing what

we need to do to recover from this, to rescue anybody who is still alive in the rubble and do everything we can to

help the families of those who did not (beep) this act.  I

cannot tell you the support that’s been exceptional from the State of New York, the State of Emergency Management 

Agency, FEMA – Joe and his staff have been exceptional meeting every one of our needs and our requests timely, 

quickly.  And for those in the emergency management field

I spent 34 years in public safety: 28 in the fire department, 4 in the police department and the last 2

in OEM.  I’ve never meet a finer group of people.  We are

getting help from all over the Country.  I have a relatively small staff and we’ve been going since the incident happened.  People are coming in to relieve us and

help us and give us the opportunity to recoup and do what we need to do to help our fellow New Yorkers and fellow people who are in that mess down at the bottom of the Trade

Center.  The rescue effort will continue, and until we’re absolutely sure that no one is in that pile alive the recover is also continuing at the same time and everyday

there’s about 4 to 5,000 pounds of debris being removed from the site.  And a lot of people have taken a lot of

risk to try to get those people that we believe or we’re

hoping are still alive down there.  

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH:

Let me follow up by saying Richy and I are going to leave.

I’ll introduce Ted Monette.  He’s the Federal Coordinating

Officer, he’ll take a lot of your questions and bring you

up to date on our activities here.  I’m going to go back

down to the site.  I was there last night for about an hour and a half.  I’m really interested in seeing what kind of

progress we have made this afternoon, overnight.  You know we ought to thank these men and women from all over the 

Country especially New York City’s fire fighters and police

Officer for putting their lives on the line right now, right down the street.  Rick Martinez is here.  He’s our

Incident Team Commander for Urban Search and Rescue.  He’ll be available also to answer questions, but at this point Richy and I will depart and I’ll turn it over to Ted Monette.  One question, one question.

Q:


….

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH:

No I can’t tell you anything about that.  David.

Q: 


…

DIRECTOR JOE ALLBAUGH:

No I’m not going to get into that, David.  We’re still in a response mode.  We’re trying to make sure that we are doing

all we can.  Time is working against us.  We have to realistic about that as the Mayor said this morning.  They’re doing all that they possibly can to hurriedly find

individuals that may still be alive.  Thanks very much.  Here’s Ted Monette.

TED MONETTE:

Good afternoon.  Excuse me.

Q:


….

TED MONETTE:

I don’t have that right now.  Let me just give you an update if we could on some of the things we talked about

yesterday.  We mentioned yesterday that both FEMA and the

Department of Justice were working on the assistance packages for both the victims and the families of the victims.  I’ve got some information on that right now.

The Victims of Crime Act is going cover assistance in the areas of both medical, mental health, funeral expenses,

loss wages, loss of support, among other programs.  Folks

eligible for this are going to be both the crime victims

and the passengers on the planes.  There’s an 800 number

I’d like to give out to make sure that everybody gets and

people should call into 1-800-247-8035.  Again this is 

1-800-247-8035.  For the residence here in New York, those

who have temporary housing needs and have lost personal property that call will be to FEMA’s Tele-Registration number and that’s 1-800-462-9029.  I’ll say that again

1-800-462-9029.  The Administrator from the Small Business

Administration was here today, had discussions with the

Mayor.  SBA has been up and running for a good period time

right now.  They have a number for low-interest loans for 

the small business community.  That number for SBA is 

1-800-659-2955. So I think that brings us up to date in

terms of the way that people can call for assistance in those three areas.  We continue the Urban Search and Rescue

effort.  The Federal government, the Corps of Engineers, is

still in here and providing technical assistance for the City on the debris management.  We still have structural engineers with the City engineers taking a look at the buildings down there.  And you know I think that probably completes as far as the up date. Any questions?

Q:


Do you why we’re not being allow to photograph ….

TED MONETTE:

I can’t discuss that.  That’s a call being made by the City      

and the folks in charge of the site.

Q:


….

TED MONETTE:

I think that I talked to you yesterday and mentioned something like 600,000 tons of debris.  That estimate has

been upped to about 1.2 million tons of debris.  And the

latest estimates I heard could go anywhere from up to six

months before that’s completed.  

Q:


….

TED MONETTE:

No that would have to come from the City, and the people in the City. 

Q:


…

TED MONETTE:

No we don’t.  We’ve had over 1100 calls for assistance to FEMA Tele-Registration number.  That’s a rough estimate.  When we get together next time I’ll have more precise figures on that.  

Q:


….

TED MONETTE:

I think we talked with the City yesterday and again they’re working very hard to try to clear buildings in various areas.  That’s pretty much a City function.  They are concern about not just access to those buildings but also making sure that the environment inside those buildings 

has been cleaned up before residents are back.

Okay thank you very much.

Q:


…

TED MONETTE:

My name is Ted Monette, MONETTE.  I’m the Federal Coordinating Officer from FEMA.  Thank you.        
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