Stations, we have Carl Cook.  (C O O K)  Mr. Cook is the Mitigation Director for FEMA Region X.  Mr. Cook has three tracks for us today in which he celebrates the new NFIP CRS rating for Tillamook County.

In track one, Mr. Cook briefly explains the benefits of the Community Rating System.  The track runs 31 seconds; the outcue is, “… in that community.”

COOK:

FEMA is presenting Tillamook County with a plaque during a celebration next week to celebrate their becoming a Class 6 in the Community Rating System.  The Community Rating System is a program within the National Flood Insurance Program that rewards communities who take actions above and beyond the minimum required to participate in the program.  And what they get in return for that is a reduction in premium for all the people who have flood insurance policies in that community.

In track two, Mr. Cook gives a brief tells Tillamook’s flood history and what they have done to change that.  The track runs 59 seconds; the outcue is, “… this CRS ceremony.”

COOK:

Tillamook County is the most flood-prone community in the state of Oregon.  They’re legendary; if ever there’s a flood in the state, it always happens in Tillamook County.  And, because of that, there are around 1100 flood insurance policies in Tillamook County.  With Tillamook County taking these advanced measures, buying up flood-prone structures, elevating flood-prone structures, passing development standards that are tougher than the minimum required for the flood insurance program, they’ve been rewarded by a reduction of 20% on everybody’s flood insurance policy.  That means that every year Tillamook County saves $92,000 for the people who have flood insurance in the county.  We think that the county deserves a lot of credit for taking these measures, they’ve been at it for a while, we’re pleased that we can recognize the county with this CRS ceremony.

In track three, the final track, Mr. Cook explains the rating system and how Tillamook County got it’s rating.  The track runs 55 seconds; the outcue is, “… before flood season.”

COOK:

When they first come in to the CRS program, they’re Class 9.  Each step in the rating system provides another 5% in premium reduction.  So a Class 6 equates to 20% reduction in flood insurance premiums.  A Class 1 would be the best; there are no Class 1s in the country.  The Class 6 makes Tillamook County the best rating that has been achieved by any of Oregon’s 36 counties.  They have passed building standards that exceed the minimum.  For instance, the minimum standard requires that properties be elevated so that their floors are at the flood level or higher and Tillamook County requires one foot above that for all their structures.  They have undertaken some very aggressive annual flood insurance purchase initiatives to get the word out before flood season.

