Stations we have Carl Cook, last name C O O K.  Mr. Cook is the Mitigation Director for FEMA Region X.  Mr. Cook has four tracks for us today regarding the recent NFIP CRS rating upgrade of King County Washington.  

In track one, Mr. Cook announces King County Washington’s new National Flood Insurance Program CRS rating.  The track runs 26 seconds; the outcue is, “…the United States.”

COOK:

FEMA Region X will be recognizing King County Washington on Tuesday, October 23rd at 11 o’clock in the King County courthouse for their achievement of a Class 4 in the Community Rating System.  This puts King County kind of at the top of the pile in terms of county participation in the Community Rating System in the country.  King County will now be the highest rated county in the United States.

In track two, Mr. Cook explains the Community Rating System and what the new rating means to the county.  The track runs 50 seconds; the outcue is, “… county is doing.”

COOK:

The Community Rating System is a component of the National Flood Insurance Program that credits communities who go above and beyond the minimum standards required for participation in the flood insurance program.  They adopt more stringent standards, they take a more proactive stance on protection of their citizens from flooding and as a result, in the Community Rating System, they earn credits that reduce the premiums for every policyholder in that county.  In King County, that’s going to represent a savings of about $125 per policy per year.  That’s a pretty hefty savings on an average flood insurance policy of about $400.  The countywide savings represents over $180,000.  So that’s pretty significant recognition for what the county is doing.

In track three, Mr. Cook points out the competition among neighboring counties for the highest CRS rating.  The track runs 42 seconds; the outcue is, “… form of competition.”

COOK:

The classification that has been attainted by King County, a Class 4, has acted as an example for adjacent communities, kind of beyond our normal expectations.  What we see happening is that the communities in the area around Puget Sound are competing with one another to get the best CRS rating.  For a while it was Pierce County with a Class 5, now the adjacent community, King County, gets a Class 4, Pierce County will try to be upping it’s neighbor.  And that all makes for really good floodplain management from our standpoint and dollar savings for the policyholders at the county level.  We really encourage this form of competition

In track four, the final track, Mr. Cook congratulates the efforts of King County officials.  The track runs 23 seconds; the outcue is, “… to King County.”

COOK:

We really want to recognize the extra work it takes on the part of the counties to coordinate the effort that it takes to obtain a high CRS rating.  The areas are geographically larger, there’s a much more diverse population, and the local government agencies that have to work together are sometimes harder to coordinate.  So we really think it’s a credit to King County.

