Stations we have Carl Cook, last name C O O K.  Mr. Cook is the Mitigation Director for FEMA Region X.  Mr. Cook has three tracks for us today regarding the National Flood Insurance Program.  

In track one, Mr. Cook reminds people to purchase flood insurance.  The track runs 41 seconds; the outcue is, “…flood insurance immediately.”

COOK:

Here in the Northwest, we’re about to approach our annual flooding season, and we want to make sure that people who are in designated flood hazard areas, or outside of those areas who may be subject to flooding, purchase flood insurance.  It’s particularly important that people who want to buy flood insurance understand that there’s a 30-day waiting period before the insurance becomes effective.  We want to make sure people don’t wait until water is lapping at their threshold to buy a flood insurance policy.  We want them to look at their vulnerability today and, if they need flood insurance, to buy flood insurance immediately.

In track two, Mr. Cook discusses some of the coverage options.  The track runs 34 seconds; the outcue is, “… $100,000.”

COOK:

In addition to deciding whether someone wants to buy flood insurance, we want those people who have existing policies to review those policies to make sure that they’re adequate.  As the value of structures increases, you’ll need to increase the coverage on the policy to make sure that there is enough.  We would obviously like to see the entire value of a structure covered by flood insurance.  We want to make sure that people also know renters can buy Contents Insurance, as can homeowners buy the same kinds of contents insurance, up to $100,000.

In track three, the final track, Mr. Cook points out the competition among neighboring counties for the highest CRS rating.  The track runs 49 seconds; the outcue is, “… form of competition.”

COOK:

Here in the Northwest, many of the communities where the largest number of policyholders resides are in the flood insurance program’s Community Rating System.  This is a system that rewards communities for taking advanced measures, in terms of flood plain management and development standards.  And in return, every person who owns a policy in a CRS community saves a percentage of their premium dollars.  King County, here in Seattle, is the best-rated county in the CRS system in the country.  They’re rated as a Class 4 and all the citizens here enjoy a 30% reduction in premium.  You can find out if your community is participating in the Community Rating System by calling your local planning department or your local building department.

