Stations we have Tammy Doherty. Last name spelled D O H E R T Y. 

Ms. Doherty is the Acting Regional Director for FEMA Region X. Ms. Doherty has two tracks for us today on Pacific Northwest Wildfire Hazards. In track one, Ms. Doherty gives us an overview of the reasons for and the costs of wildfires. The track runs 28 seconds and the out cue is “…from wildfire”.

Months of dry weather has raised the fire danger throughout the Pacific Northwest – and current 90-day forecasts call for continued below-average rainfall and above-average temperature. Wildfires destroy hundreds of homes and hundreds of thousands of acres of land every year.  People who consciously elect to live in high-risk wildfire areas need to make a conscious decision to take the necessary steps to protect themselves, their loved ones and their property from wildfire.

In second and final track, Ms. Doherty tells us what homeowners can do to reduce their risk of experiencing wildfire damage. The track runs 1 minute and 26 seconds and the out cue is “…every year”.

Homeowners who live in urban interface areas should create defensible perimeters by thinning tees and brush within 30 feet around their homes.

· Beyond thirty feet, remove dead wood, debris and low tree branches.

· Eliminate small trees and plants growing under trees.

· Space trees thirty feet apart and prune to a height of eight to ten feet.

· Place shrubs at least thirty feet from structures and prune regularly.

· Break up the continuity of vegetation by keeping a 10 to 15 foot separation between islands of shrubs and plant groups.

While there are no “fire proof” plants, high moisture plants that grow close to the ground and have a low sap or resin content offer some fire resistance.  Fire-resistant shrubs include hedging roses, bush honeysuckle, currant, cotoneaster, sumac and shrub apples.  Hardwood trees such as maple, poplar and cherry trees are less flammable than pine, fir and other conifers. Store flammable materials, liquids and solvents in metal containers outside the home at least 30 feet away from structures and wooden fences. Keep roofs, chimneys and gutters clean and stack firewood at least 30 feet from your home. Periodically review homeowners policies for adequate fire coverage. No matter where you live, always install smoke detectors on every level of your home, test them monthly, and change batteries every year.

