Stations we have Tammy Doherty, last name D O H E R T Y.  Ms. Doherty is the Deputy Regional Director for FEMA Region X.  Ms. Doherty has three tracks for us today regarding disaster-ready gifts for the holidays.  

In track one, Ms. Doherty stresses the need for disaster preparedness.  The track runs 21 seconds; the outcue is, “…of such disasters.”

DOHERTY:

Every year, thousands of Americans are forced to deal with natural disasters that wreak havoc with lives, families and communities.  The events of 9-11 have added acts of terrorism as a very present threat.  Thinking ahead and being prepared can do a lot to reduce or prevent the tremendous heartache and financial burden of such disasters.

In track two, Ms. Doherty reminds us that holidays are a great time to help others prepare for disasters.  The track runs 20 seconds; the outcue is, “… great stocking stuffers.”

DOHERTY:

The holidays are a great time to give gifts that help people prepare for disasters, and reduce their risks.  And they don’t have to be expensive. Smoke detectors, first aid kits and NOAA Weather Radios don’t cost a lot, but they can mean a lot when needed.  Flashlights and extra batteries cost even less but make great stocking stuffers!

And in track three, the final track, Ms. Doherty gives disaster-ready gift suggestions.  The track runs 52 seconds; the outcue is, “… case or crate.”

DOHERTY:

Even the person who “has everything” may not have a family preparedness kit – and even if they do…how current is it?  

Disaster-ready gifts include:

· Smoke detectors with extra batteries.

· Household fire extinguishers.

· Foldable ladders for evacuation of upper stories.

· Flashlights with extra batteries and battery powered lamps.

· First aid kits.

· NOAA Weather Radios with battery-back-up and tone-alert feature.

· Sturdy plastic tubs filled with bottled water and nonperishable, high-energy food and canned goods.

· A camp stove or Canned Heat stove with extra fuel.

· Winter car kits with emergency flares, shovels, windshield scrapers, and battery-powered radio and tow chains.

And don’t forget Pet disaster kits with: 

· favorite toys and treats.

· food and water

· plastic dish, and a carrying case or crate.

