Stations, we have Steve Emory (last name E M O R Y).  Mr. Emory is the Federal Coordinating Officer for the North Dakota Flooding Disaster.  Mr. Emory has 3 tracks for us today regarding declared counties and the assistance available.

In the first track, Mr. Emory tells us how many counties have been declared and what tribes are also eligible.  The track runs 14 seconds; the out cue is. “… Sioux Tribe.”

EMORY:

We have 27 counties in the Eastern half of North Dakota that have been declared which also encompass two Indian reservations.  And that is the reservation of the Turtle Mountain band of the Chippewa and the reservation of the Spirit Lake Sioux tribe.  

In track two, Mr. Emory talks about what kind of assistance is available.  The track runs 1 minute, 25 seconds; the out cue is, “… completing these projects.”

EMORY:

In the declaration, there were two major programs designated, and that is the public assistance program, that primarily deals with emergency actions and permanent repair of public facilities and utilities and certain private, non-profit companies that provide critical services of a governmental nature.  Of the emergency work that’s eligible, were talking about debris removal and emergency protective measures.  Permanent work includes repair and restoration in all public facilities and utilities to include roads, water control facilities, buildings that sort of thing.   

In addition to public assistance, all the counties in the state are also eligible for hazard mitigation assistance.  And this includes the Hazard Mitigation Grant program, as well as assistance provided in conjunction with repair of public utilities and facilities.  The Hazard Mitigation Grant program actually provides and additional 15% above the Federal Grant money that can be directly put to use in completing hazard mitigation unique projects throughout the state.  North Dakota is a self-managing state for the Hazard Mitigation Grant program and therefore it manages that program.  It administers it, it reviews the projects and determines whether they are cost-beneficial, and then racks and stacks those projects and gathers not only money from the Hazard Mitigation Grant program, but from other programs that can also leverage that money in completing these projects.

And in our third and final track, Mr. Emory discusses the FEMA and the state of North Dakota work together and the lessons they have learned over recent years.  The track runs 50 seconds; the out cue is, “…to those facilities.”

EMORY:

We have a long history of working together as a team, primarily related to the climate change in North Dakota over the past eight to ten years.  Many of our FEMA and State emergency response team members have worked side-by-side, year in and year out and developed strong partnerships.  In the process, we’ve managed to streamline a lot of our procedures so we can get assistance out expeditiously to our victims.  

Our primary lessons learned as a result of that have been in the area of defining how Stafford Act disaster assistance can be applied to some pretty unique situations.  Given the perennial ground saturation that we have here and the inundation of roads and drains and water related utilities and facilities, we’ve developed several FEMA/State teams specifically to look at the unique aspects of ground saturation/inundation as it applies to those facilities.

