Transcript of interview with Region 10 Director John Pennington on wildfire season in the Pacific Northwest.

Bite 1:  “There’s no time like the present in the Pacific Northwest, we all know the weather is going to dry out very rapidly, we’ve had a moist spring and that means there are a lot of high weeds and a lot of brush that has grown up…..and can really create a lot of problems for us in the summer if we don’t start planning and preparing right now.  If you don’t do it now,  you could regret it for the rest of your life….there’s nothing worse perhaps losing your home or God forbid a loved one, so now is the proper time to really prevent forest fires from effecting you.”

Bite 2:  “We’ve had, what I would call, and I think what the National Weather Service would call, a pretty much average spring season…..although its average, right now is the time where we have the best opportunity to create really lesser risk for fires later in the summer when it gets hot and heavy, up around 85-90 degrees in the Pacific Northwest.

Bite 3:  “Perhaps the greatest thing you can do to your structure is to walk outside….to spend 30 minutes and take a hard look at just how much debris…..actual flammable debris is around your house.  And to make sure that within 30 feet of that house….all the way around that you’re as clear and clean as possible….whether that’s woody debris….whether those are  just shrubs that’s not watered or have rotted out….so now’s the time to go out and look at 30 feet…think 30 feet out from your house and protect it.”

Bite 4:  “There’s no better time to review your homeowners policy than right now when it comes to how it would be affected by a fire.  You’re homeowner’s insurance policy (sic) is not only up to date, but really is the proper coverage for you.  And insurance companies are going to look very hard at how you protect your home as far as defensible space and perimeters….whether or not you’re keeping those trees pruned.  Prevent, prevent, prevent…..and in the long haul it will not only save your structure perhaps, but could possible even save one of the individuals in your home.”

