Stations, we have Dick Lewis (last name L E W I S).  Mr. Lewis is with the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission Media Relations.  Mr. Lewis has 1 track for us today regarding safety measures those affected by Tropical Storm Allison should take when returning to their homes. The track runs 33 seconds; the outcue is, “…in the nation.”

LEWIS:

Now that flood victims are being allowed back into their homes, FEMA and the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission want to remind people to be extremely careful in cleaning up flood damage.  

Flood zones are dangerous places.  Sagging roofs, broken beams and unsupported walls can collapse without warning.  Be careful where you walk.  A damaged floor can give way beneath you. 

Be sure to wear protective clothing before you clean up flood debris.  Boots, gloves, long sleeves, eye protection and an allergy masks are good ideas in cleaning up your home.

Some cleaning products have hazardous ingredients, so use them according to their directions and dispose of them properly.

Carbon monoxide kills.  It’s odorless, colorless and deadly.  If you’re using a portable generator or any other gasoline-powered engine indoors, be sure you have good ventilation.

Most important, use common sense and stay alert to your environment.  Don’t get so involved that you ignore signs of danger.

