Stations…..we have John Pennington, FEMA Region 10 Regional Director.  Mr. Pennington has provided us with three tracks regarding National Safe Kids Week.  In our first track Mr. Pennington tells us what National Safe Kids Week is….the track runs :46 and the outcue is “disaster strikes.”

Pennington:  National Safe Kids week is really more that anything else an awareness that summer and spring have just about arrived and as you move outside for baseball and riding bicycles, that at least for this week, May 4th through the 11th, we want you to realize that its time to use your head, wear an helmet, and just use some good common sense when you are outside.  And at the same time, as you are trying to prevent those outside activities from hurting you, we want to make sure that you’re family is prepared inside that house, for a disaster….and recognizing those things that can lead to a disaster….and it’s a good time as we’ve “sprung” forward in our routine of springing forward and falling back….just as you’ve changed that battery, its time to maybe explain to your kids WHY you changed the battery….and how best to be prepared as a family in case a disaster strikes.

In our second track, Mr. Pennington tells us about how to keep kids safe when disaster strikes.  The track runs :43  the outcue is, “they have.”

Pennington:  Its really a great time to review disaster preparedness, and to teach kids to recognize those warning signals such as smoke detectors, fire alarms and even local community warning systems and it is explaining how and when to dial 911 for help and to help your kids memorize important family information, such as the family name, address and the phone numbers.  After disasters strike, kids are most afraid that that event is going to happen again…that someone is going to be killed or injured that they know or they love….and that they may become separated from their family and eventually be left alone, so its important that parents and adults as well as supervisors basically maintain control and guide kids through a very distruptive time for them….and to keep the family together, explaining honestly and calmly whats happened and to encourage their children to talk and describe the feelings that they have.  

In our third and final track, Mr. Pennington tells us where to get more information about National Safe Kids Week and about how to keep you’re children safe at home.  The track runs :20 and the outcue is:  “out there”

Pennington:  We would strongly encourage kids to get on the internet, and families to go their with them, go to www.fema.gov/kids .... pretty simple.... and take a look at what’s best for your kids when it comes to emergency preparedness….and more than anything else, we want to tell the kids to have a great summer, and to be careful out there.”

