Stations we have Kurt Pickering (Last name P I C K E R I N G).  Mr. Pickering is the Public Information Officer for the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency.  Mr. Pickering has one track for us today discussing TEMA’s role in the flooding disaster.  The track runs 37 seconds; the outcue is, “… counties were added.”

PICKERING:

The TEMA contingent is doing largely administrative things right now.  Had an applicant’s briefing earlier this week, which, of course, is a key to getting this thing underway.  Also looking at other possibilities, for instance the State Hazard Mitigation Officer is up here today and is out doing what we call a site visit, taking a look at a proposal for a project in one of the affected areas.  Another thing that we do is if the local agencies have questions or problems, we try to help them work those out any way that we can.

During the flooding, helicopters were brought in to do rescue.  The day after, the governor over-flew the area to take a look at the situation and the damages.  Since then, of course, we’ve done PDA’s, more of those recently as the two counties were added.

