Stations, we have Don Pomplun (last name P O M P L U N).  Mr. Pomplun is a FEMA Public Affairs Officer with the Houston Flooding Disaster.  Mr. Pomplun has four tracks for us today regarding the funding of debris removal.

In track one, Mr. Pomplun explains the Public Assistance Program and tells us who is eligible to apply.  The track runs 19 seconds; the outcue is, “… non-profit organizations.”

POMPLUN:

The Public Assistance Program provides supplemental Federal assistance grant for the repair, replacement, and restoration of damaged public owned facilities and certain private, non-profit organizations for debris and emergency protective measures.  Eligible applicants include States, local governments, Indian tribes and certain private, non-profit organizations.

In track two, Mr. Pomplun discusses how and by whom the debris is removed.  The track runs 30 seconds; the outcue is, “… timely manner.”

POMPLUN:

The local governments are responsible for the actual removal and disposal and monitoring of debris.  While we fund the local agency, we do fund them to pick up the debris that’s set at the curbside.  We have numerous checkpoints that have been set up to monitor the debris removal by independent contractors.  “This is an awesome responsibility that has been placed upon cities and counties responsible for debris removal, and FEMA is ready to provide technical assistance and funding to counties and cities to insure the process is complete in an orderly and timely manner.

In track three, Mr. Pomplun tells residents who to contact with their questions, including those with damage to their primary residence.  The track runs 42 seconds; the outcue is, “… Texas dot HTM.”

POMPLUN:

Residents who have questions concerning debris removal in their area should call their local city or county government.  Storm victims who have damage to their primary residence should call the toll-free FEMA application number at 1-800-462-9029.  And the TTY for that is 1-800-462-7585.  

In addition to that, FEMA has a new interactive website with specific information about the Southeast Texas disaster and it’s available at www.fema.gov/reg-vii/texas.htm 

And in track four, the final track, Mr. Pomplun gives a word of caution to those cleaning up their homes.  The track runs 14 seconds; the outcue is, “… anything else.”

POMPLUN:

We would also like to caution all the residents to make sure that safety is first when handling all the toxic materials.  You don’t know what came in with those waters, so we need them to be very aware of that.  Their life is more important to us than anything else.

