Stations, we have Rusty Rickart (Last name R I C K A R T).  Mr. Rickart is the Hazard Mitigation Officer for the Illinois Flooding Disaster.  Mr. Rickart has 2 tracks for us today, messages for those affected by the flooding in Illinois.

In track one, Mr. Rickart hopes to clear up any confusion between buyouts and disaster assistance.  The track runs 48 seconds, the out-cue is, “…acquisition program.”

RICKART:

Residents and businesses in the disaster declared in Western Illinois should not confuse various disaster assistance programs with a proposed or current buyout project.  State and Federal assistance programs, such as Disaster Housing grants and SBA low-interest loans, are available to qualified homeowners, renters and business who apply via FEMA’s toll-free teleregistration phone number.  

Buyout projects are a risk-reduction activity funded under FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program with grants made to local governments.  Buyouts are an important way for states and Federal governments to reduce the risk and severity of loss from future disasters.  These projects are a state and local community partnership.  Buyouts are strictly voluntary and no homeowner is ever forced to relinquish their property or participate in the local government’s acquisition program.

In track two, Mr. Rickart explains rebuilding permits and why they are necessary.  The track runs 1 minute, 11 seconds, the out-cue is, “…/RFIT.”

RICKART:

Residents are reminded to start their rebuilding and repair process only after they receive a permit from their local permit official.  Obtaining a permit helps protect individuals.  Permits can help by providing a review of the proposed work to ensure compliance with current codes, standards, ordinances and construction techniques.  Permits also provide a permanent record of compliance with elevation and/or retrofitting requirements.  This is useful information when selling your home and necessary for the flood insurance rating.

Your local permit official can provide you with suggestions or literature on how to better protect your home or business from future flood or other hazard damage.  Your local official can also provide you with information on selecting licensed contractors and advice on how to protect yourself from unscrupulous contractors.  

Learn more about elevation and other retrofitting techniques free of charge from FEMA’s 312 “Homeowner’s Guide to Retrofitting.”  Call 1-800-480-2520 for your copy or see it on the web at www.fema.gov/mit/rfit.  

