Stations we have Scott Roscoe. Last name spelled R O S C O E> Mr. Roscoe is the FEMA Hazard Mitigation Officer for North Dakota. Mr. Roscoe has four tracks for us today on individual mitigation. In track one, Mr. Roscoe tells us what mitigation is. The track runs 29 seconds and the out cue is “…called mitigation”.

Mitigation as FEMA defines it is simply the prevention or protection from natural hazards and protection of damage from property and in some cases, even lives and it’s doing things that will protect property and lives before a disaster occurs. We can’t always predict natural hazards and we sure can’t prevent them but we can take steps to eliminate or at least minimize the effects that it has upon us and these preventative steps are called mitigation.

In track two, Mr. Roscoe tells us some of the simple things that someone can do to protect themselves and their property from flooding and other mitigation efforts. The track runs 1 minute 29 seconds and the out cue is “…loss of personal property”.

First of all, you need to identify what you are vulnerable to. What are the hazards in the area where you live? Is it primarily fires or flooding from a river, or earthquakes or tornados? And in the case of North Dakota, what people are dealing with is basement seepage and high water table type flooding. So once you can identify what your risks are, then you can take actions to prevent the damage. And North Dakota has been dealing with high ground water for years, and we’ve seen some successes such as measures installing sump-pumps in the basements, the installation of drain tiles or a French drain around the foundation. Sometimes, just making sure that the ground around the house on the outside is sloped down and away from the home, so that when it rains, water can drain away from the home. Also using fans and dehumidifiers in the basements can also work as well to at least eliminate or reduce some of the excess moisture that you get from basement seepage coming in. Another real easy thing to do is to make sure that the gutters and down spouts are in good shape and particularly on the down spouts, if you have extensions on your down spouts, that will really carry the water away after it drains off your roof after it drains and it just carries it a little bit farther away from you house and away from the foundation. So, Those are bunch of the little things that you can do and some of them are medium size tasks, but when you add those up, it could mean the difference between just a slight inconvenience to the property owner and a major loss of personal property.

In track three, Mr. Roscoe tells us, what can be done to mitigate before you buy or build a home. The track runs 49 seconds and the out cue is “…on the outside”.

One of the things you need to do is identify what you risks are in the area that you are building. And North Dakota being peculiar, I would say, about the ground water table being very high, obviously if you are going to build, one of the best things you can do, at least in North Dakota is to not even have a basement. Just to build a structure, slab on grade with no basement at all, ‘cause it seems like most of the problems we have in North Dakota with individual homes are basement seepage. And, if you are going to build a basement, have the sump-pumps already built in at certain areas and when you talk to you architect or your building contractor, they can perhaps help you with that. And again, make sure you have good gutters, and larger down spouts, and even if you have a basement, you may want to consider installing a French drain around the perimeter on the outside.

In the fourth and final track, Mr. Roscoe tells us why individuals should practice mitigation on their own. The track runs 35 seconds and the out cue is “…you’ll have protection”.

Everyone should practice mitigation for the simple reason of personal security and to prevent damage to property and in extreme cases, to prevent loss of life.  There are many instances where government assistance after a disaster will not be available to the individual homeowners, and those who have take steps to avoid the damage to begin with, will not be dependant on government assistance, which may or may not be available. So it makes good sense to take this initiative on yourself and do whatever steps you can afford that are reasonable so that in the case of any type of disaster, whether it is a Federally Declared disaster or not, you’ll have protection.

