Stations, we have Jack Schuback.  (S C H U B A C K)  Mr. Schuback is the FEMA Human Services Officer for the West Virginia disaster.  Mr. Schuback has three tracks for us today in which he addresses rumors associated with FEMA housing assistance.  

In track one, Mr. Schuback dispels the rumors surrounding FEMA mobile homes.  The track runs 1 minute, 2 seconds; the outcue is, “… disaster assistance process.”

People seem to have the impression that, to get a FEMA travel trailer or a mobile home, you need to sign over your land to FEMA.  Or that FEMA will take away the travel trailer or mobile home after a short period of time.  Or that the family would have to incur like hooking up a septic system or purchasing a whole new system if they were to take a FEMA mobile home or travel trailer.  And these things just aren’t true.  The mobile homes are free, there’s no rent associated with them.  And FEMA is NOT going to take away the trailer after just a few months.  People can keep FEMA trailers for up to 18 months.  FEMA can also hook up the travel trailer or mobile home to existing utilities on the family’s own private site.  So we want to encourage people not to listen to rumor and if they have any questions to call us on our help line.  The help line number is 1-800-525-0321.  And the help line is available to answer any type of question that anyone may have regarding the entire disaster resistance process.

In track two, Mr. Schuback urges those affected by the flooding to consider a FEMA mobile home if they need housing.  The track runs 40 seconds; the outcue is, “… their own home.”

There’s certainly enough mobile homes.  FEMA can obtain as many mobile homes and travel trailers as we need.  What we’re concerned about is there seems to be a large number of people who may qualify for a mobile home that are telling us they’re not interested in taking one, that they prefer to live with family and friends or that they’re even living in their damaged dwelling or in tents or automobiles.  People don’t have to do this.  The mobile homes are a very good option for them and our travel trailers are even a good option and they’re brand new, right off the lot.  There’s no rent for either a FEMA travel trailer or a mobile home, but the applicant and the family must pay the utility costs associated just like if they were living in their own home.   

In track three, the final track, Mr. Schuback recommends that people call the FEMA help line if they have any questions or concerns.  The track runs 23 seconds; the outcue is, “… have any questions.” 

We again would urge people to call us and talk to us if there’s any confusion whatsoever.  It appears that people are still listening to untrue things or that they’re believing false rumors.  The only way to get the true story is to talk to FEMA at that help line number, 800-525-0321.  People shouldn’t hesitate or delay in calling the help line if they have any questions.

