Stations, we have Mark Stevens, last name S T E V E N S.  Mr. Stevens is a FEMA Public Affairs Officer.  Mr. Stevens has 3 tracks for us today regarding family preparedness.  

In track one, Mr. Stevens reminds families to develop a disaster plan.  The track runs 44 seconds, the outcue is, “…for younger children.”

STEVENS:

Hurricane Season is still in force, the winter storm season is approaching and the recent terrorist attacks underscore the need for American families across the country to take basic preparedness steps. Every family should develop a family disaster plan and gather disaster supplies.  All family members, even small children, need to know how to react in case of an emergency. Sit down with your family and go through different possible scenarios and options; you can also talk about any fears and concerns they might have. The family should also plan what to do if they are asked to evacuate, including what to take with them and how to deal with family pets.  Older children can be assigned tasks, such as locating important items, shutting off utilities or watching out for younger children.

In track two, Mr. Stevens suggests what families can do should they become separated during a disaster.  The track runs 18 seconds, the outcue is, “… have messages relayed.”

STEVENS:

FEMA recommends that families decide how each person should act if a disaster occurs when they are away from home. The family should also designate an out-of-town or out-of state relative or friend as a contact person. That way, if they become separated, each one can check in with the contact person to report their whereabouts and have messages relayed. 

And in track three, the final track, Mr. Stevens suggests what items should be included in a disaster preparedness kit.  The track runs 55 seconds, the outcue is, “… FEMA.gov.”

We urge families to collect and store basic disaster supplies. For example: 

· Store several days worth of drinking water and food – especially food that doesn’t have to be cooked. Be sure to have a non-electric can opener. Water can be stored in plastic containers, such as empty milk jugs or soft drink bottles. And don’t forget food and water for your pets. 

· Have battery-powered flashlights with extra batteries and battery-powered radios. Don’t rely on candles for lighting - they can be very dangerous.

· Make sure you have a first aid kit that includes essential prescriptions and don’t forget extra eyeglasses.

· Consider buying a camp stove, a small generator or other items that might be useful if utilities are unavailable. Remember to test your generator when you first get it and always run it outdoors.

· And don’t forget emergency cash.

More information on preparedness can be found on the FEMA web site, at www.fema.gov.
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