Stations we have Gracia Szczech (Last name S Z C Z E C H).  Ms. Szczech is the Federal Coordinating Officer for the Tennessee flooding disaster.  Ms. Szczech has one track for us today discussing how FEMA and the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency are working together to help the declared counties recover from the flooding.  The track runs 45 seconds; the outcue is, “… clean up the damage.”

SZCZECH:

Currently FEMA and the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency are working together in the declared counties of Carter, Cocke, Greene, Johnson, Unicoi and Washington, to help them recover from the recent rounds of flooding.  We are working with people from county road departments, public utility companies and other elected officials to ensure speedy recovery and to help lessen the risks of future damages.  

Since President Bush declared these six counties federal disaster areas, FEMA and the state can now repair, replace, or supplement parts of the community’s infrastructure, such as bridges, roads and culverts.  And these fall under the public assistance program.  

When Governor Sundquist asked for our help, we responded quickly.  And together the state and FEMA will support your local officials as they work diligently to clean up the damage.

