Stations we have Kristi Turman. Last name spelled T U R M A N. Ms. Turman is the Deputy State Coordinating Officer for the South Dakota Division of Emergency Management.  Ms. Turman has five tracks for us today in which she talks about the Status of the Public Assistance Declaration for South Dakota.

In track one, Ms. Turman tells us what the May 17th disaster declaration for South Dakota covers. The Track runs 36 seconds and the out cue is “…funding state wide”.  We roll in 3, 2, 1.

Preliminary damage assessments indicated that a lot of the damage was contained to roads, bridges and culverts and also costs of emergency protection measures in these counties .The preliminary damage assessments estimated approximately 2.9 million dollars. The 6 add counties brought and additional million dollars of damage.

In track two, Ms. Turman talks about the preliminary damage assessments for the South Dakota Flooding. The Track runs 23 seconds and the out cue is “…million dollars of damage”. We roll in 3, 2, 1.

The President’s declaration for South Dakota declared on May 17th covers 11 counties initially with 6 counties added on May 29th. This Declaration is for public assistance funding only and it also gives out hazard mitigation funding state wide.

In track three, Ms. Turman, talks about the status of the operation including: field office setup, state/federal team training and orientation, and the cooperation seen between local managers and officials.  The track runs 28 seconds and the out cue is “…everyone’s job easier”.  We roll in 3, 2, 1.

As of right now, a field office has been set up here in Watertown. That went operational on May 29th. State and Federal inspection teams have completed training and orientation and they will begin project inspection meetings next week and they will begin writing projects work sheets next week as well. Local Emergency Managers and other Local officials have been excellent. Everyone has been working together and the local officials have been very organized and that makes everyone’s job easier.

In track four, Ms. Turman, talks about the process and the timetable for the operation.  The track runs 30 seconds and the out cue is “…to get all of this taken care of”. We roll in 3, 2, 1.

We’re just getting started and getting our feet on the ground. The Public Assistance folks are getting their operation up and running. They are in the process right now of setting up the inspection meetings and the time table is really going to depend on  what they encounter in the field.  We have twelve teams are available to go out and we have 17 counties to inspect so it is going to take a little while to do, but we are going do everything as expediently as possible to get all of this taken care of.

In the Fifth and final track, Ms. Turman, tells why the assistance received as a result of declarations such as this one is important. The track runs 28 seconds and the out cue is “…citizens of South Dakota”. We roll in 3, 2, 1. 

South Dakota is a small state we have less that a million people statewide so the revenue that is generated on the county and local level is budgeted very carefully, and when something like this happens it hit budgets very hard and it is difficult for local governments to rebound from this. When we do have declaration like this and FEMA comes in to assist us it really supplements what these county governments are trying to do for the local citizens of South Dakota.
