Stations, we have Scott Wells.  (Last name W E L L S)   Mr. Wells is the Federal Coordinating Officer for the Houston flooding disaster.  Mr. Wells has three tracks for us today regarding disaster assistance for students.

In track one, Mr. Wells lets students know that disaster assistance may be available to them.  The track runs 38 seconds; the outcue is, “… each individual case.”

WELLS:

If students have any damage at all, resulting from the flooding from Allison, the first thing they should do is call the teleregistration number at 1-800-462-9029.  Disaster assistance from FEMA or the Small Business Administration or from Texas Division of Emergency Management may include aid to students in colleges and universities, or any student.  The students in any of the disaster declared areas, which include 31 Texas counties, including Harris County in the Houston area, are eligible to apply for disaster assistance if they have damages from Allison flooding.  The determination of any benefits will depend on the circumstances of each individual case.

In track two, Mr. Wells outlines what kind of assistance may be available.  The track runs 39 seconds; the outcue is, “… must register for assistance.”

WELLS:

The disaster assistance available may be able to assist some students with damages to personal property.  Rental assistance may be available to students who needed to relocate due to the flooding, though we will not be able to duplicate benefits: If a student has been provided housing by insurance or from the university, we will not be able to duplicate that assistance.  Although we may be able to help a student whose car was damaged and whose automobile may not be fully covered by insurance.  The student may register for assistance, in this case.  If private property including an automobile are in the possession of a student, but in fact are owned by their parent, to receive assistance the owner of the damaged property must register for assistance.

And in track three, the final track, Mr. Wells urges those affected by Tropical Storm Allison who haven’t yet signed up for disaster assistance to do so before the upcoming deadline.  The track runs 32 seconds; the outcue is, “… seven days a week.”

WELLS:

To date, we have taken applications from nearly 110 thousand individuals, families, or business owners.  We encourage anybody who has had any damage whatsoever from Allison to call the registration number, 1-800-462-9029.  For persons with speech or hearing impediments, the TTY number is 1-800-462-7585.  The deadline to apply is set for this coming September 7.  That’s the first Friday of next month.  The operating hours at the teleregistration center is from 8am to 6pm, seven days a week.

