Stations, we have Mark Wolfson, Public Affairs Officer for FEMA.  Mr. Wolfson has provided us with three tracks regarding the recent attacks in New York and Washington.

In our first track, Mr. Wolfson tells us that FEMA is responding to the attacks.  The track runs 35 seconds; the outcue is, “… this situation.”

WOLFSON:

FEMA is in a coordination role; our responsibility is dealing with the consequences of terrorism, as directed by the President.  We have activated our emergency operations center here in Washington, DC, and we are coordinating response support of 27 different departments and agencies.  The important thing for people to know is there is a plan in place.  Whatever assistance and help the folks in New York City need, or the officials here in the Washington, DC area need, they know to turn to FEMA to get the combined Federal Response support, both in personnel and equipment that they would need to deal with the situation.

In our second track, Mr. Wolfson tells us about the Federal Response Plan and how it is in place.  The track runs 28 seconds; the outcue is, “… to help.”

WOLFSON:

FEMA will be up and running 24 hours a day for as long as it takes to get through this.  We’ve had a Federal Response Plan in place that coordinates all of these activities since the early 90’s, now.  It even has a special terrorism annex to it that speaks to situations like this.  We have had exercises, we have training, we have had meetings with all of the agencies involved.  Everyone knows what their responsibilities are and now it’s a matter of getting through this situation.  We will be here to help.

In our third, Mr. Wolfson tells us about the local responders and their roles.  The track runs 18 seconds; the outcue is, “… to help them.”

WOLFSON:

Immediate response to a situation like the one in New York City, and here in Washington, comes from the local first responders.  FEMA is in the background to support them.  For gathering information, we’re in constant contact with the folks that are on the front lines and whatever they need, we’ll be there to help them.

