Stations, we have Glen Woodbury, last name W O O D B U R Y.  Mr. Woodbury is the Director of the Washington State Emergency Management Division.  Mr. Woodbury has four tracks for us today regarding September as Weather Radio Awareness Month.

In track one, Mr. Woodbury announces September as Weather Radio Awareness Month and discusses the importance of NOAA Weather Radio.  The track runs 23 seconds; the outcue is, “… are disrupted.”

WOODBURY:

Governor Gary Locke proclaimed September as NOAA Weather Radio Month.  This was a very important thing to encourage all citizens to increase their knowledge and awareness of the benefits in use of NOAA Weather Radio before, during and after a natural or man-made disaster.  NOAA Weather Radio provides emergency information and weather updates when and where you need it, even when essential services such as electrical power are disrupted.  

In track two, Mr. Woodbury talks about the NOAA Weather Radio system and it’s importance in Washington State.  The track runs 58 seconds; the outcue is, “… at that time.”

WOODBURY:

In Washington, NOAA Weather Radio is a versatile emergency management tool.  It carries more than just weather updates and warnings.  Emergency managers and public officials in Washington can use NOAA Weather Radio to warn about other events other than just weather emergencies.  We can use it for tsunami threats to our coastline, wildfire evacuations, technological hazards such as hazardous material spills or releases, and many, many others.  Just recently, local, state and federal agencies worked very closely to expand NOAA Weather Radio system coverage to all of our Pacific coastal waters and shoreline areas.  This covered an important gap in our alert and warning coverage areas and now we can provide information, alert and warnings for weather events or all hazard events to all of our coastal industries and for many rural Washington residents.  

In Washington, there are 16 NOAA Weather Radio stations that carry emergency alert and warning information.  The system is checked on a regular basis.  The NOAA Weather Radio alarm is tested every Wednesday about noon, unless significant weather threatens at that time.

In track three, Mr. Woodbury points out the advantage to having a NOAA Weather Radio.  The track runs 22 seconds; the outcue is, “… across our state.”

WOODBURY:

One of our visions in Washington is that NOAA Weather Radios become as common in households, businesses, schools, and industries as smoke detectors are.  Imagine if every Washington household, business and school classroom could be immediately alerted to impending emergencies.  This is why we are so enthusiastically supportive of the NOAA Weather Radio system and it’s increased use across our state.  

And in track four, the final track, Mr. Woodbury tells us where to find more information.  The track runs 36 seconds; the outcue is, “… emergency management office.” 

WOODBURY:

You can get more information about NOAA Weather Radios at websites for the Washington State Emergency Management Division, or websites for the National Weather Service offices in Seattle, Spokane, Portland or Pendleton.  The National Weather Service can be accessed at www.wrh.noaa.gov and the city, Seattle, Portland, Spokane, or Pendleton after that.  The Washington Emergency Management Division’s website is www.wa.gov/wsem.  More information can also be accessed by calling your local or state emergency management office.

