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FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE” 
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This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials program personnel up to date in the areas of exercises, training, planning and general interest.  If you have a contribution or wish other items posted in this “Update”, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

This update is for the period of 12-1-99 to 3-1-00.
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QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“One reason the military services have trouble operating is that they don’t speak the same language.  Foe example, if you told Navy personnel to “secure a building”, they would turn off the lights and lock the door.  Army personnel would occupy the building so no one could enter.  Marines would assault the building, capture it, and defend it with suppressive fire and close combat.  The Air Fore, on the other hand, would take out a three-year lease with an option to buy.”  Unknown 

“The most exciting phrase to hear in science, the one that heralds new discoveries, is not ‘Eureka!’ (I have found it!), but “That’s funny…”     Isaac Asimov 
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WEB PAGE HIGHLIGHT (YOUR ADDITIONS ARE WELCOME)

COMMUNITY & FAMILY PREPAREDNESS 

WWW.humanitarian.net/prepare.html 

Sort of a “one stop shopping” experience.  Information on Y2K, Chemical emergencies, community & family preparedness, family disaster supplies kit in 8 languages, National Weather Service, disaster planning for pets, livestock and wildlife, and lots of links to other sites.    

CHEMICAL/BIOLOGICAL/NUCLEAR ANTI-TERRORISM HOME PAGE www.mindspring.com/~nbcnco  I believe this is an independent page.  There is a lot of information carried in one place, and there are a number of interesting links.  One of these links goes to the President’s Commission on Critical Infrastructure Protection.  Another goes to the U.S. Commission on National Security/21st Century web site.  Lots of other interesting items.     
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SERC & LEPC MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
1-10-00, Camp Murray, Washington


NOTE  This is a change of dates

OREGON
January  28, 2000, Salem, Quarterly

LEPC meeting .  0830 - 1200
IDAHO
As Needed,  Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 334 3263

ALASKA
1-19-00,  Anchorage, LEPC workshop

[image: image8.wmf]
1-20-00, Anchorage, SERC meeting


NOTE:   This is a change!  Previous dates were 1-18 & 1-19.


4-18 & 19-2000  Location TBA
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TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

11-9 to 11-10

ICS/EOC Interface

Dubois, Idaho


BDS Training at











bds@bds.state.id.us 

11-17 to 11-18
Intro to ICS


Washington Co, OR

503-642-0369

11-20-99

ICS/EOC Interface

Oregon CSEPP, Pendelton
541-966-9640












Stan Ross

12-6 to 12-10

Emergency Response to
EPA, Seattle


206-553-5139




Hazardous Materials 
held in Bothell

Diane Ruthruff




Incidents (Date Change)
at Army Reserve

12-7 to 12-9-00
PIO (Terrorism)

Clackamas CO., OR

503-655-8378












Casey Marley

12-7 TO 12-9

ICS Information Officer
Clackamas Co. OR

503-655-8378

12-11 to 12-12
ICS Safety Officer

Oregon CSEPP

541-966-9640








Pendelton


Stan Ross

1-8 to 1-9-00

ICS Operations

Oregon CSEPP

541-966-9640








Pendelton


Stan Ross

1-11 to 1-12-00
ICS Planning Section
Multnomah County

503-618-2363












Maria Kintaro

1-15 to 1-16-00
Intro to ICS


Columbia Co., Oregon
503-397-2990












John Clouse

1-18 to 1-20-00
ICS



Emmett, ID


BDS Training at











bds@bds.state.id.us

1-25-00

Exercise design &

Camp Murray, WA

253-512-7043

1-31 to 2-2-00
EOC Operations

Idaho Falls


BDS Training at











bds@bds.state.id.us






EXERCISES

11-3


Full scale, 2 location
Snohomish County, WA
425-258-6461




terrorism based exercise.  
& South County

425-776-3722

11-4


Tabletop, Oil


Equilon, Anacortes, WA
WA dept of Ecology

11-17


Damage assessment

Anchorage


Vince McCoy




Refresher course, Field exercises



(907) 343-8181

11-18 & 19

Tabletop & Deployment
Cherry Point, WA

WA Dept of Ecology

12-2


Tabletop Facility drill
Tesoro, Anacortes

WA Dept of Ecology

12-7 to 12-8

WNP-2 Drill,  Food control for Oregon Morrow and Umatilla Counties




POC Larry Moore 425-487-4743

5-10-00
Annual CSEPP exercise, Umatilla, Oregon

Contact:  Eric Richardson, (425) 487 4795.

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES ARE WELCOME AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL THE INFORMATION TO ME
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MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

UPCOMING CONFERENCES

COHMED (Cooperative Hazardous Materials Enforcement 

Development)

April 16 – 20, 00

Holiday Inn, Orlando, FL

October 15 – 19, 00

Providence, RI

April 22 – 26, 01

Las Vegas, NV

The 1st Chemical Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Conference, San Francisco, CA.  Offered by EPA Region 9.  Contact Robert Fodor (415) 399 0140


January 19 – 21, 2000

WA STATE FIRE TRAINING & SAFETY OFFICERS CONF


Lakeway Inn, Bellingham, WA  888-671-1011, March 6-9,00

FDIC West.  Fire Department Instructors Conference, Sacramento, CA.   For packet, call 888-TEL-FDIC


March 27 – April 1, 2000

HAZMAT 2000 Spills Prevention Conference, St. Louis.   For more information see; www.nrt.org/hazmat2000. 


April 4 – 6, 2000

12TH ANNUAL NASTTPO CONF. & HMEP GRANT WKSHOP


Hartford, Conn.   paula.mckinney@tdh.state.tx.us 

Technology Partnership for Emergency Management.  Workshop & Exhibition.  “Moving Preparedness, Mitigation and Response Into the Next Century”  Sheraton Hotel, Colorado Springs, CO.  303-384-6497 or, www.nrel.gov/surviving_disaster 


Sponsored by FEMA & National Renewable Energy Laboratory, in conjunction with Dept of Energy.


June 11 – 15, 2000

 IAFC ANNUAL HAZMAT CONFERENCE


 June 1 – 4, 2000
Hunt Valley (Baltimore County) Maryland

ANNUAL ACHMM CONFERENCE


August 13 – 16, Jantzen Beach Oregon, more to follow as it becomes available.  There will be a large spill drill associated with this conference.  See their website at www.achmm.org. 
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1) It’s that time of year again.  Christmas tree safety.  Natural trees should be cut at a 45 degree angle and placed in water.  Place tree away from sources of heat.  Use only non-flammable decorations.  Use only lighting listed by an approved testing laboratory.  Inspect lights for frayed wire or other defects before use.  Do not leave lights on unattended.  When the tree becomes dry, discard it promptly.  Also, practice home exit drills and inspect your fire alarms.  Consider giving an alarm as a gift.     

2) For those of you who might be interested in looking at a draft agreement on cooperation between a public and private HazMat team, the City of Gresham, Oregon is working out an agreement with the Boeing Company for just this sort of thing.  For information or a copy of the draft agreement, call Jody Sandstrom, Gresham Fire and Emergency Services (503) 618 2351.    

3) Until 12-16-99 comment is being accepted by the EPA on lowering the reporting threshold for lead and lead compounds under the TRI. Information about lead is available at www.epa.gov/lead. 

4) New Video available.  “Roll Call: Highway-Rail Grade Crossing Safety”  Designed for Law Enforcement, but good for anyone with grade crossing problems.  Remember, I now have a newly revised Film and CD list available.  We have added about 30 new items to the list.  Drop me an email if you want one. 

5) For anyone interested in problems with fireworks, I have a copy of Washington State’s “Model Plan for Local Jurisdictions for the Safe Handling, Seizure, and storage of Fireworks” 

6) From the November 1999 FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin.  “ASPERGILLUS THREAT  Aspergillus is a group of molds that may pose pathogenic problems. Found throughout the world, they grow in decaying vegetation, including marijuana.  Decay occurs from placing harvested green plant material, not adequately dried, in plastic bags.  Residual moisture in the marijuana encourages bacterial development, which facilitates the growth of molds.  Aspergillus may create health hazards for individuals who work with decaying plant material.   Aspergillus fumigatus is diagnosed in 90% of all aspegillus infections.  Initially a thread-like, flat, white growth, Aspergillus fumigatus becomes a powdery, blue-green mold from the production of spores.  Individuals who handle the decaying material may inhale the spores.  Physicians have found these spores in the ears, nose, and lungs of humans.  Most people are naturally immune to, and do not develop, the aspergillus-related disease, aspergillosis.  The severity of aspergillosis involves various factors, including the state of an individual’s immune system or the presence of a predisposed condition.  Therefore, individuals with compromised immune systems have a greater risk of infection.  Aspergillosis can range from sinusitis conditions to pulmonary infections as severe as pneumonia.  Individuals with low immune defenses resulting from medical conditions such as bone marrow transplant, chemotherapy, AIDS, or major burns – have a moderate risk of infection.  In extreme cases, a transfer of the fungus from the lungs through the bloodstream to the brain and other organs can result in death.  Law Enforcement agencies (ED.  & HazMat teams) should mandate necessary procedures to ensure proper handling and packaging of marijuana.  Evidence storage facilities must have adequate ventilation and should store only the amount of marijuana required by law for case adjudication.”  This was submitted to the Bulletin by Nancy E Masters, forensic latent print analyst, Masters Consultations, St. Helens, Oregon.

7) REMINDER  it is my understanding that the DOT guidebooks are due out any day now (Trust me, I’m with the government).  When you get these books and distribute them, put an NFPA 704 sticker on the back of each book.   This will serve as a good guide for those who are not totally familiar with this symbol.  4X4 inch stickers can be purchased from Lab Safety, JJ Keller and others. 

8) On October I DOT announced grants to states, territories and native American tribes totaling 8.5 million in Research and Special Programs Administration.  This is to improve planning training and response.  1.3 million of this will go to states in the Mississippi Delta region.

9) On October 5, 1999, DOT announced a $250,000 grant to IAFF.  This is part of the RSPA and HMEP program.  This is to provide training in HazMat response programs. 

10) Looking for a good image or picture of the DOT placards and other god stuff?  Try www.chemicalspill.org/EResponders/placards1.html  for placards and www.chemicalspill.org/Eresponders/labels1.html  for labels.

11) Clark County (Vancouver) Washington LEPC meets on the second Thursday of the month at the Clark County Regional Communications Agency.  They are holding a tabletop drill on their newly revised emergency plan on November 30th.

12) EPA Region V recently fined a Michigan Company $20,992 for failure to ever file tier II reports with the SERC, Fire department or LEPC.   Anyone looking for possible funding sources for your LEPC?

13) New Videos Available;

Disaster in the Making _ The Awbry Hill Fire

Faces in the Fire – One year later.  34 Min.  Aftermath of a 

large fire in Santa Barbara in 1990



Terrorism Update.   7-99



Get out and Stay Alive



EMDIS/110/11/111.7  EE Net.  Technology partnership 

emergency management workshop, Get Out Alive Part II, Planning for People with Special Needs.



EMDIS110/11/111.8  EE Net  School Fire Drills, Rapid 

Intervention Teams, New Uses for Fallout Shelters.



EMDIS110/11/111.5
EE Net   Prescribed Burns, Mobile 

Home Protection, Forcible Entry.



EMDIS 110?11.111.6  EE Net    Dangers of Flash Floods, HazMat 

Placards, Radio Communications Problems, Media Relations



FR100/62.11.3  Unique Application of ICS in Civil Disturbances.



FR100/62.11.4   Church Arson Prevention

14) If you would be interested in reading the summary of events from the 

May 1999 NASTTPO conference held in Phoenix, let me know and I will mail a copy to you.

15) HELP ! !  Please, keep shelter-in-place in your mind.  When you see a 

good article on it, let me know or ship it to me.  This is becoming an increasingly important area and I would like to have a collection of articles on the subject available for anyone who might need to use them.   Your help is appreciated.

16) We have just finished (since I added #13) adding a number of other 

videos to our lending library list.  New titles are in Fire, Terrorism, HazMat Emergency Management, Hurricane, and so forth.  If you would like a copy of the latest list, just email me or call.

HazMat TEAM PROFILE

This month, we highlight a team from Washington.  Our team this month is the City of Lynnwood HazMat Team.

The City of Lynnwood is located in Snohomish County, about 10 miles south of Everett and 15 miles North of Seattle.     I-5 runs through the city and it is surrounded by several other cities.

HAZMAT COORDINATOR:   Greg Sieloff,  (425) 775 3473

In 1990 the City of Lynnwood Fire Department recognized the potential for a major disaster should a release of a hazardous material occur along I-5, I405 interchange.  At the time, only a couple HazMat teams operated in the Puget Sound area and mutual aid was not an option.  With the support of the mayor and City Council, the fire department began the task of forming a response unit.

By 1992 the HazMat Team consisted of 12 Technicians: Lynnwood (8), Mountlake Terrace (4), and a van.  Due to low call volume and the need for practical experience, the decision was made to respond county wide as part of the Snohomish County Mutual Aid Agreement.  Within a few years, the Team had grown to 23, adding personnel from Edmonds, Mukilteo and Marysville.  By 1995 they became a regional team, ready to respond anywhere in the State. A joint operating agreement was signed forming the Snohomish County Hazardous Materials Response Team, which consists of two response units, one each from Lynnwood (HazMat 15) and Marysville (HazMat 61) and 27 technicians from multiple jurisdictions.  

The share resource concept has allowed the team members to train together regardless of departmental affiliation or shift configuration.  Each unit carries similar equipment to enhance support activities and training.  The team members attend 6 training sessions each year in addition to participating in disaster and regional drills.  All members are trained to First Responder Technical level and all support personnel are trained to Operations level.

The team is managed through a joint operating committee which oversees policies, equipment, training and cost recovery.  The Emergency Services Coordinating Agency administers the cost recovery program that has received payment in over 90% of billings and then allocates the funds to the responding agencies.

The HazMat team has two levels of response; the first is a Technical Response, which is a response unit and two technicians, and the second is a Team Response, which sends both units and all available technicians through an alpha-numeric paging system.  HazMat 15 has averaged 16 responses per year since it’s inception.  With the addition of HazMat 61, those numbers are expected to rise as they enter 2000.  

The biggest challenge facing the team is in the area of communications.  Snohomish County has three dispatch agencies and is in the process of converting part of the county to the 800 mhz system.  The alpha-numeric pagers and cellular phones will be the only common forms of communication during this conversion.  It is the goal of this team to assist in mitigating those incidents they are equipped to handle and strive for a regional response capability for major incidents requiring the resources of several response teams.  

The Snohomish County Hazardous Materials Response Team would not be possible without the outstanding cooperation that has taken place over the past decade.  None of the participating departments  could fund a team of this size alone and yet through joint operations, it is a reality the citizens of this area can be proud of.    
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NOTES

Not a lot of changes from last month, mostly processing of DOJ grants. This is one of those “deja vu all over again” notes, it seems like it never changes.   The 2000 budget and grants from FEMA are still awaiting final approval.  

The World Trade Organization preparation meetings are still progressing.  At this point in time, the security threat at this meeting in Seattle has been designated a “National Special Security Event”  by the National Security Council.  This means that the Secret Service will be involved.  At this time, according to Seattle Emergency Management, Fidel Castro is scheduled to arrive.  Latest word is that there may be up to 8,000 attendees and 100,000 protestors.  Dates for the meeting are November 20 to December 3, 1999.

[image: image16.wmf]Tacoma and Spokane had their kickoff meetings on the 27th and 28th of October for their domestic preparedness training and exercise program for WMD.  These are the last two cities in our region to receive funding from the 120 cities noted nationwide.   .
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