FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE” 

This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials program personnel up to date in the areas of exercises, training, planning and general interest.  If you have a contribution or wish other items posted in this “Update”, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

This update is for the period of 03-1-00 to 5-31-00.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

The opposite of love is not hate, it’s indifference.

The opposite of art is not ugliness, it’s indifference. 

The opposite of faith is not heresy, it’s indifference.  

And the opposite of life is not death, it’s indifference.

Elie Wiesel, 1986     

WEB PAGE HIGHLIGHT (YOUR ADDITIONS ARE WELCOME)

CHEMystery 

http://library.thinkquest.org/3659 

Only for those of us who at times are,  “Chemistry Challenged”.  The main page states, “…a virtual chemistry textbook, to provide an interactive guide for high school chemistry students.”  I found it to be much more than that.  It provides access to many other web pages on the subject of chemistry and physics.  It is a good reference page for many aspects of both subjects.            

                              SERC, LEPC, AND RRT MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
5-18-00 – Tri-Cities, WA

OREGON
April 28, 2000, Salem, Quarterly

LEPC meeting.  0830 - 1200
IDAHO
As Needed, Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 334 3263

ALASKA
4-18 & 19-2000, Juneau

RRT (WA, OR, ID)
4-11 & 12, Boise


9-12 & 13, TBA, Probably Portland


12-5 & 6,  TBA, Probably Seattle

AK-RRT
TBA

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

3-1 to 3-3-00

Terrorism Information 
Columbia Co, OR

503 397 2990




Officer







John Clouse

3-6 to 3-10

Hazardous Materials 
EPA at Anchorage

Diane Ruthruff




Incident response, Operations



206 553 5139

3-9-00


WMD, IC System

WA State at Camp Murray
253 512 7043

3-11 to 3-12-00
ICS, Incident Commander
OR at Pendelton

503 378 2911

3-11 to 3-12-00
ICS Logistics


Columbia Co., OR

503 397 2990

3-14 to 3-16-00
Designs for Air Impact
EPA at Silverdale, WA
206 553 5139


Assessments at Hazardous Waste sites




Diane Ruthruff


PREREQUISITE is Air Monitoring course

3-14 to 3-15-00
ICS Finance section

Clackamas Co., OR

503 655 8378

3-15 to 3-16-00
Basic PIO


ID at Pocatello
     bds@bds.state.id.us 

3-21 to 3-23-00
EOC Operations

ID at Rexburg


“               “

3-28 to 3-30

EOC Operations

ID at Sandpoint

“               “

3-22 to 3-23-00
ICS Operations

Washington CO, OR

503 642 0369

3-28 to 3-30-00
Chemical Accident 

EPA at Silverdale, WA
Diane Ruthruff




Prevention Auditing





206 553 5139

3-28 to 3-30-00
ICS, Information Officer
OR at Pendelton

503 378 2911

3-28 to 3-30-00
Information Officer, 

Multnoma County

503 618 2363





Terrorism





Maria Kintaro

4-5 to 4-6-00

Exercise Design

Pocatello

     bds@bds.state.id.us 

4-6 to 4-7-00

ICS, Safety Officer

Columbia, Co., OR

John Clouse












503 397 2990

4-8 to 4-9-00

ICS Planning Section
Pendelton, OR

CSEPP












503 378 2911

4-11 to 4-13-00
Mass Fatalities Incident
Boise


     bds@bds.state.id.us 

4-10 to 4-13-00
HazMat Awareness &
WSP at Fire Training
Aloha Watson




Ops train-the-trainer
Academy, North Bend
360-753-0435

4-10-00

Senior Officials Workshop
Medford, OR


503 378 2911




Terrorism, TTT

4-12-00

     “                 “

Salem



     “          “

4-14-00

     “                  “

Pendelton


     “          “

4-12 to 4-13-00
Intro to ICS


WA County, OR

Janet Bell












503 642 0369

4-17 to 4-20-00
HazMat On Scene 

WSP at Shelton

Aloha Watson




Command


Academy


360-753-0435

4-25 to 4-26-00
ICS Planning Section
Portland OEM

Patty Hopkins












503 823 3738

4-25 to 4-28-00
Hazardous Waste Mngt.
Environmental

1-800-537-2372




The Complete Course
Resource Center

               Held in Seattle, there is a charge for this course, call the 800 # for more information

5-1 to 5-5-00

HAZWOPER


WSP at Fire T
raining
Aloha Watson








Academy, North Bend
360-753-0435


5-2-00


Emergency Operations
Camp Murray, WA

Trish Castro




Center







253 512 7043

5-6-00


ICS/EOC Integration
Pendleton


503-378 2911

5-10 to 5-11-00
Incident Commander
Clackamas County, OR
Casey Marley












503 655 8378

5-17 to 5-18-00
ICS, Logistics Section
Washington CO. OR

Janet Bell












503 642 0369

5-18 to 5-19-00
Incident Commander
Columbia County, OR
John Clouse












503 397 2990

6-5 to 6-9-00

Air Monitoring for 

EPA at Bothell Army

Diane Ruthruff




for Hazardous Materials
Reserve Center



Ruthruff.Diane@epamail.epa.gov 

EXERCISES

3-8-00


Inland, Worst Case Drill.  Sponsor is

Contact AK Dept. of 

Tesoro, Tabletop and Field deployment
Environmental Conservation  AKDEC

4-6-00


WMD Exercise, Anchorage.  Functional

AKDEC




and Field

4-00


tentative.  HazMat response, Unalaska

AKDEC




With USCG

4-11-00

Assessing the Need for PPE, Anchorage

907-269 4955

5-10-00
Annual CSEPP exercise, Umatilla, Oregon

Contact:  Eric Richardson, (425) 487 4795.

6-13 & 6-14-00
Medical drills for WNP2 at Pasco and

Contact:  Larry Moore


Kennewick





FEMA 425 487 4743

6-15-00
DOE Drill “Bold Endeavor”  Richland

          “               “

6-17-00
Emergency Worker drill for WNP2



“               “


at Connell, WA

7-27-00
LAB Drill for WNP2 and Oregon at
Corvallis

“               “

8-14 – 18-00
Dingo Dawn, Bangor Sub base, WA.  Command   
Eleanor Castle FEMA


Post Exercise.




425 487 4697

9-12 to 13-00
WNP2, Full scale Ingestion exercise for

Larry Moore, FEMA


WA & OR counties near WNP2


425 487 4743

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES ARE WELCOME AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

Upcoming conferences

NEW ADDITION. DOD INITIATIVES CONFERENCE & EXHIBITION.  Arlington, VA, April 2-6-00.  Concerns response of DOD to NBC weapons.  Contact Kanzanda Douglass (703) 522 1885

NEW ADDITION.  Oil spill Prevention, Preparedness & Response for Cold Climates.  April 5-7-00, Anchorage.  For more information, see;  www.alaskacleanseas.com 

NEW ADDITION.   National Disaster Medical System Conference.  Las Vegas, April 29 – May 3-00.  www.oep.dhhs.gov/NDMS_Conference/ndms_conference.html 

HAZMAT 2000 Spills Prevention Conference, St. Louis.   For more information see; www.nrt.org/hazmat2000. 


April 4 – 6, 2000

12TH ANNUAL NASTTPO CONF. & HMEP GRANT WKSHOP


Hartford, Conn.   paula.mckinney@tdh.state.tx.us  or (512) 834 6603 Ext 2432


April 11-15-00, Hartford, Connecticut

THECHNOLOGY PARTNERSHIP FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT.  

Workshop & Exhibition.  “Moving Preparedness, Mitigation and Response Into the Next Century”  Sheraton Hotel, Colorado Springs, CO.  303-384-6497 or, www.nrel.gov/surviving_disaster 


Sponsored by FEMA & National Renewable Energy Laboratory, in conjunction with Dept of Energy.  
June 11 – 15, 2000

 IAFC ANNUAL HAZMAT CONFERENCE


 June 1 – 4, 2000
Hunt Valley (Baltimore County) Maryland


Contact; Alice Pottmyer 703 273 9815 Ext 340

ANNUAL ACHMM CONFERENCE


August 13 – 16, Jantzen Beach Oregon, more to follow as it becomes available.  There will be a large spill drill associated with this conference.  See their website at www.achmm.org. 

POTPOURRI

A) Recently, I had a call asking me what to do with a lot of old Civil Defense Radiation instruments.  If I am correct, all of the states in Region X have stopped calibrating the old instruments and closed their calibration labs.  This means that any team that still needs or wants to have the capability of detecting radioactive material, must have them calibrated by a private lab or another state agency that might still offer this service.  Some people still use the old instruments, and they must have them calibrated by a private source, for the most part.  Well, what do you do if you want to get rid of the old instruments?  Each place that wants to get rid of the old instruments should check with their individual state radiation office to see if they have a suggestion on what they want to do with the old instruments.   If you still do not know what to do with them, here are a few suggestions.  If there are places that still use them, and are not concerned about the calibration, just the detection capability, let them keep them.  In fact, they could probably use an extra one or two for spare parts.  Keep in mind that we are talking about 700s not the high range 715s.  You might check with hospitals, labs and so forth to see if they want or need to keep an older detector.  Another thought, is to check with the High Schools and Middle Schools in your area that teach science.  Many of the schools teach about Alpha, Beta and Gamma radiation and would greatly appreciate having the CDV-700 to use in a classroom situation.  In fact, it is a good location to place one of them, along with one of the speakers that go with the detector, so that the class can actually hear the disintegrations taking place.  It is also a good public relations tool for you to work with the community on enhancing their science program for little or no monetary burden.  When I worked with Snohomish County Emergency management, I did this for many of the schools in our area, and they all were very happy to receive the equipment.  I also provided them with written material from the monitor’s course to use in the classroom.  If you have other suggestions, let me know, and I will be glad to post them in this UPDATE.          

B) New Website.   www.epa.gov/oia   EPA’s International Technical 

Cooperation Programs.  Environmental and public health issues being investigated by the EPA.

C)   Comment period open only until March 31.  If you have not checked out the NFPA site lately, there are several HazMat related issues you might want to look at.  These include protective gear for NBC incidents.

D)   A conference I attended last year that was very good, and very           affordable, was the Indian Nations and Local Communities HazMat Conference in Polson, Montana.  If you or one of your tribal contacts would like more information call Lloyd or Jolene at (406) 675-2700 ext 1222.   The conference is March 13-16 and registration fee is $25.00, first come first served for up to 80 people.  

E)    In the nutritional ping-pong ball arena of whether or not coffee is good for you, comes a relief to all of you Starbucks drinkers.  Seems that scientists, according to an article I read in the Environmental Resource Center publication, have now found that the negatively charged coffee grounds attract the positively charged heavy metal compounds, especially lead and copper.    Initial surveys say that coffee grounds can remove from 78 to 90% of heavy metals. They may even remove cadmium, mercury and zinc.  Anyone for another double latte?

F) This is not a product endorsement, but an observation of a demo I observed on 2-8-00.  At our LEPC Executive board meeting a gentleman from AAI American Absorbents Inc., gave a presentation on a new type of oil absorbent.  Notice, I said ABsorbent, not Adsorbent.  This product comes in the usual sheets, snakes, cubes and granules, as do other sorbents.  What seems to be the difference is that it Absorbs the product.  A one-foot section of the five-inch snake will absorb one gallon of oil.  If you would like more information on this product you can call me as I have a few of the information brochures or call the local representative, Ken Sahli of Blaine, Washington at a toll free number 1-888-332-5260.   My opinion is that it is a very good product.

G)   Yes, you, too, could be a beltway bandit.  Start now to enhance your career after retirement.  Formula;  take any FEMA, NFA or FIRESCOPE ICS class (Or any other class for that matter) put a different name on it, create a few new scenarios, think up a good name for your company, get at least one good endorsement, (A good, catchy, acronym would be a real plus) and, Voila!  Success.  I noticed in a recent advertisement that a training company from Massachusetts was charging a fairly good amount to attend a course on BIMS (Business Incident Management System).  Any bets that you would recognize the course format?  ICS for business.  

H)  FREE.  The CD-ROM version of the CHRIS manual (Chemical Hazard 

Response Information System) is now available.  For your copy, email your name and address to aschneider@comdt.uscg.mil.  Disc is public domain and may be copied.  

I) The Winter 200 Edition of the “Energy & Transportation Network News” 

has a great article on a very large, and successful, hazmat drill in Lake County, Indiana.  If you do not get this publication, email davebrown@tiw.net.

J)  GOOD NEWS:  Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA) 

has managed to obtain an increase in fees that help fund the HMEP grant program.  Beginning in May of 2000 we will see an overall increase in the program of about 7.5 million.  For the full story, see www.dot.gov/affairs/rspa0300.htm 

K)   On a sad note, one of the victims on Alaska Airlines flight 261 that went down off the coast of California, was Harry Stasinos, 54 of Brier, Washington.  Harry was a Disaster Assistance Employee who worked, when needed, for Region X.  I did not know him personally, but I understand he was a very nice person.  A memorial service was held on 2-25.

NEW VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs

HM50/115
“Shelter in Place at Your Office”  12 Min.  From the Kanawha Putnam Emergency Planning Committee.  A good video to further help with shelter-in-Place efforts.

HM50/116
Virginia Beach Fire Dept. HazMat series.  I) Awareness Overview of HazMat.  II)  Emergency DECON/Levels of PPE.   III)  Damming, Diking, Diverting.   IV)  HazMat Team Equipment.  12-99, 

HM50/116.1   Virginia Beach Fire Dept. HazMat Series.  V)  Stage I & II and VA Nine-Step Decon Procedures (Stage III).  VI)   The Ultimate Hazardous Materials Incident – HazMat and Terrorism.  12-99

HM50/118   Hazardous Materials Guide for First Responders.  From FEMA & USFA.  Both Book and CD.   1999

HM50/119   Hazardous Materials Response Handbook, Third Edition  1997.  Book only.

HM50/120   Chemistry of Hazardous Materials, Third Edition.  Eugene Meyer.  1998, 602 pages, Book.

HM50/121    Disaster Response: Principles of Preparation and Coordination. Erik Auf der Heide,  363 pages, 1989, Book.

HM50/122   Preparing for Terrorism; An Emergency Services Guide.  George Buck, 1998, 328 Pages, Book.

HM50/123   Fire Protection Guide to Hazardous Materials, twelfth edition, NFPA, 1997, book.

HM50/124   SARA Title III:  Intent and Implementation of Hazardous Materials Regulations.  Fire, Grant & Hoover.  1990, 278 pages, book.

HM50/125   ICS Training: The Key to Consistency.  From NFA.  1999, approx 20 minutes.  Talks about the new revisions to ICS.  NFA has adopted a number of changes to bring ICS in line with FIRESCOPE curriculum in 18 courses and 7 content areas.  A good one to review for ICS instructors.

HazMat TEAM PROFILE

This month, we highlight the Portland Bureau of Fire and Rescue, Portland, Oregon.  Many thanks to Steve Muir for providing the information.

CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT:  Fire Chief Robert Wall.  

HAZMAT COORDINATOR:   Bill Henle, CHMM

POPULATION SERVED:   509,610

TOTAL DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL:  738

HAZMAT PERSONNEL:  30 technician/specialists.

EQUIPMENT:  38 foot HazMat response truck

32 foot motor home

28 foot reserve HazMat truck.

All of the above equipment are able to provide level “A” response.  

TRAINING LEVELS:   Firefighters are trained to First Responder-Operations level.  The HazMat team is trained to the Technician/specialist level.  The chief officers arte trained to the HazMat Incident Commander level.

NUMBER OF CALLS PER YEAR:  150 – 200 HazMat calls per year.

CHALLENGES:   Keeping up with new technology and training requirements.  

GOALS:   To improve response techniques and to increase involvement in marine operations.  

MOST COMMON TYPE OF CALL:  Clandestine drug labs.

HAZARDS:   Drug labs, chlorine, anhydrous ammonia and white phosphorous.  

TERRORISM

NOTES

A) General Accounting Office Report available.  “CombatingTerrorism:C/B 

Medical Supplies Are Poorly Managed”,  GAO/HEHS/AIMD-00-36.  Contact number is (202) 512 6000.   Free.  There is also an article in the Journal of the American Medical Association on January 11,on hospital preparedness in dealing with Chem-Bio attacks.  See their website at,  http://jama.ama.assn.org.    

B)    Now available.  Obtained from the New York State Police, is 

“Hazardous Materials Technician appendix 1, Emergency Response to Incidents Involving Anthrax”.  Dated 2-19-99, approximately 20 pages.  Let me know if you would like a copy.  

D) Two new conferences;

i. U.S. Army Soldier & Biological Chemical Command (SBCCOM) will host an advanced planning briefing for industry September 12 – 14-00 at the Edgewood Area of Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD.  This is followed by an Independent Research & Development Conference on chemical-Biological Science & Technology.  See www.ndia.org/events/brochure/037/037.htm 

ii. For those of you with big bucks in your travel budget, the following would be a good one.  Symposium on Nuclear, Biological and Chemical Threats in the 21st Century.  June 13-15,00 at Helsinki University of Technology, Espoo, Finland.  See www.vtt.fi/aut/rm/spt/index1.htm
E) FEMA now has a new Senior Advisor to the Director for Terrorism.  

His name is John Magaw, and he comes to us via Secret Service and the ATF.  He will chair the Internal Task Force on Terrorism, which met February 1 for the first time.  When notes from this are available, I will post them.

FY 2000 budget for terrorism within FEMA is set at $31 million.  This includes a doubling of the consequence management grants.  FY 2001 should be similar.  This 2001 budget should also include funds for equipping some of the USAR teams to function in a WMD environment.

F) FEMA is developing lists to facilitate the identification and 

movement of critical federal response resources for terrorism incidents involving WMD.  These resources are intended to help fill some of the unmet needs of a state or local government impacted by a WMD incident.  These include unique detection, decontamination, and medical resources needed to cope with problems caused by NBC weapons.  Lists have been developed for NBC weapons and now a list is being developed for large conventional explosives.

G) NDPO has held it’s second “Chat Room” session.  If you are 

interested in this, you must be registered as a LEO (Law Enforcement Online) user.  If you would like to be able to browse the LEO site and obtain the information presented there, contact your local FBI agent.  If you are not sure where Mulder and Scully are located, contact your local Law Enforcement agency.  

     G) The January issue of the BEACON (From NDPO) should be 

     available by now.  www.fbi.gov .

H) In the area of fire service terrorism courses we have the following 

news.  The Chemistry of HazMat course is being updated to include WMD.  In addition, 10 new WMD scenarios are being developed for existing courses.  Several other existing courses are being updated to include the terrorism area.  One new course will be piloted this year, titled, “Command Officer/Strategic Commander”.  In addition a Job Aid is being developed to support the emergency response to terrorism series.  

I) Spokane and Tacoma have kicked off the Domestic Preparedness 

Program for their cities.  They had a Senior Officials Workshop on January 19th.  Seattle and Anchorage will have those workshops on May 16 and 18.  

J) Workshop.  State points of contact for terrorism with the OJP are 

encouraged to attend a workshop on the Domestic Preparedness Equipment Program Guidelines and Application Kit.  The closest one of these workshops to region X is in San Diego, April 18 & 19.  These people may then be better able to tell you what will be happening in this area and when.

K)   Upcoming date of interest.  Since anniversaries seem to be important to some extremist groups, April 19 is the anniversary of the fire at the Branch Davidian compound in Waco, Texas.  In addition, it is the anniversary of the Oklahoma City bombing.  









































































