FEMA REGION 10 MONTHLY HAZMAT

“UPDATE”


This monthly update is produced in an effort to keep hazardous materials program personnel and other interested persons, up to date in the areas of exercises, training, counter terrorism, radiological, Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, Chemical-Biological hazards, and general interest.  If you have a contribution, wish other items posted in this “Update”, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Mike Hammond at FEMA Region X headquarters at (425) 487 4775 or email at, mike.hammond@fema.gov.

Volume 3, #3

QUOTES OF THE MONTH

“Waste no time arguing what a good man should be.  Be one.”  Marcus Aurelius Antonius.

“We cannot do great things – only small things with great love.”   Mother Teresa

WEB PAGE HIGHLIGHT (YOUR SUGGESTIONS FOR THE NEXT SITE ARE WELCOME)

ONLINE DICTIONARIES

www.online-dictionary.net/alpha.htm.    

This site has numerous dictionaries available.  Some of them include, Chinese, Danish, drugs, French, German, Italian, Japanese, legal, medical, Russian, Spanish, Technical, Vietnamese and many others.  The dictionaries also work in reverse.                                 

INTERNET ADDRESS LIST

Now available.  I have completed the twice-yearly update of the Terrorism and HazMat Internet Address List.  It has expanded from 8 pages to 16.  Rather than ship one to everyone on my mailing list by email, please let me know if this has been helpful and if you would like a copy of the updated version. I will be more than happy to email one if you would like it.

                          SERC, LEPC, RRT AND RISC MEETINGS

WASHINGTON
TBD.  Contact Mark Ligman for exact date. 1-800-562-6108.
OREGON
IHCC (Interagency Hazard Communication Council)  This serves as the Oregon SERC. March 15. Salem, OR.  Contact Jim Mazza at 503 373 1540 ext. 242 for more information.

IDAHO
As Needed, Contact Bill Bishop for more information.  (208) 334 3263

ALASKA
April 17 & 18, 2001,     Anchorage


RRT (WA, OR, ID)
May 2 – 3, Spokane, WA


September 19 – 20, Bellingham, WA


January 22 – 23, 2002, Portland/Salem 

AK-RRT
TBD

Northwest RISC
March 21, 2001 (NOTE: in last issue reported as the 18th, this was incorrect.)


July 18, 2001


November 14, 2001

Alaska RISC
June 13, 2001


October 17, 2001

TRAINING AND EXERCISES

CONTACT THE PROVIDER OR MIKE HAMMOND FOR MORE INFORMATION. COURSE DATES AND TIMES MAY CHANGE, BE SURE TO CHECK BEFORE THE CLASS

DATE                    SUBJECT                   SPONSOR                    OTHER                

3-5 to 9-01

Hazardous Materials

Fort Lewis, WA

Diane Ruthruff




Incident Response

Sponsored by EPA

206 553 5139




Operations

3-6-01


WMD Awareness

Washington Coast

Dave Hodgeboom








City TBA


1-800-562-6108

3-7-01


WMD Operations

     “            “


     “            “

3-8-01


WMD Incident Command
     “            “


     “            “

3-7 to 3-8-01

Exercise Design

Idaho Falls, ID

(208) 334 3460

3-7 to 3-8-01

Introduction to ICS

Clackamas Co., OR

Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911

3-9 to 3-10-01
Exercise Design

Driggs, Idaho


208 334 3460

3-13 to 15-01

Designs for Air Impact
Silverdale, WA

Diane Ruthruff




Assessments at Hazardous
Sponsored by EPA

206 553 5139




Waste Sites.

3-20 to 3-22-01
Exercise Evaluation

Moscow, Idaho

     “            “

3-21 to 22-01

Logistics Section, ICS
Portland, Oregon

Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911

3-26 to 3-27-01
Emergency Response to 
Fire Training Academy
Bob Jones




Terrorism:  Tactical

North Bend, WA

425 453 3000




Considerations HazMat
By WA State Patrol

3-27 to 29-01

Sampling For Hazardous
Bothell


Diane Ruthruff




Materials


Army Reserve Center
206 553 5139








Sponsored by EPA

3-27 to 29-01

Chemical Accident 

Seattle


     “            “




Prevention Auditing

Sponsored by EPA

     “            “

3-27 to 29-01

PIO



Multnomah Co., OR

Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911

3-28 to 3-29-01
Emergency Response to
Fire Training Academy
Bob Jones




Terrorism: Tactical

North Bend, WA

425 453 3000




Considerations, Company Officer.   By WA State Patrol

4-3 to 4-4-01

Emergency Response to
Spokane FPD#10

Bob Jones




Terrorism: Tactical 

Sponsored By Fire

425 453 3000




Considerations: EMS
Protection Bureau

4-3 to 4-5-01

Emergency Operations
King Co., WA


Alan Jakobitz




Center







1 800 562 6108

4-4 to 4-5-01

Operations Section, ICS
Washington County,

Kelly Jo Jensen








Oregon


503 378 2911

4-11 to 4-12-01
Intro to ICS

           Multnomah County

Kelly Jo Jensen








Oregon


503 378 2911

4-18 to 4-20-01
HazMat Awareness/Ops
Fire Training Academy
Bob Jones




Train-the-trainer

North Bend, WA

425 453 3000








By WA State Patrol

4-24 to 25-01

Introductory Preliminary
Ft. Lewis, WA


Diane Ruthruff




Assessment Training
Sponsored by EPA

206 553 5139

4-24 to 4-27-01
Exercise Design and 
Wenatchee, WA

Gerald Jenson




Evaluation






1 800 562 6108

4-25 to 4-26-01
Incident Commander
Portland, OR


Kelly Jo Jensen












503 378 2911

4-25 to 4-27-01
HazMat Incident 

North Bend, WA

Bob Jones




Command


By WA State Patrol

425 453 3000

5-3 to 5-4-01

Emergency Response to
Spokane FPD #10

Bob Jones




Terrorism; Tactical





424 453 3000




Considerations, EMS

5-5 to 5-6-01

Emergency Response to
Spokane Fire Dept.

Bob Jones




Terrorism: Tactical Considerations,


425 453 3000




Company Officer

5-9 to 5-10-01
ICS, Finance Section
Columbia County,

Kelly Jo Jensen








Oregon


503 378 2911

5-16 to 5-17-01
ICS, Planning Section
Portland


     “          “

5-22 to 5-24

Basic PIO


Washington DEM

Michael Gordon








At Camp Murray

1 800 562 6108

5-30 to 6-1-01
HazMat Incident

WSP Academy

Bob Jones




Command


Shelton, WA


425 453 3000

6-11 to 6-15-01
Hazardous Materials

Fire Training Academy
Bob Jones




Technician Level

North Bend, WA

425 453 3000

HAMMER TRAINING FACILITY

For additional HazMat classes, visit the HAMMER Training Facility web site at www.hammertraining.com.

In addition to HAMMER, there are also numerous classes available through various Federal Firefighting agencies.  See;  www.fire.nps.gov (National Park Service),  www.fs.fed.us, (Forest Service), www.nifc.gov, (National Interagency Fire Center, for their Multi-Agency Training Schedule)  Lots of mostly fire related courses.

HOME  STUDY  COURSE  HIGHLIGHT
IS 10   ANIMALS IN DISASTER – MODULE A - AWARENESS AND PREPAREDNESS   Module A is intended to increase awareness and preparedness among animal owners and care providers.   
EXERCISES

DATE               LOCATION
                TYPE


CONTACT

3-9-01            Grand Coulee Dam
   Multiple (Tabletop,
Jerry Jensen at Washington

and for           and other locations
   functional and

Sate DEM 1-800-562-6108

the next         to include Oregon
   full scale

week.

3-15-01           GATX Terminal
    Deployment Exercise 
Merlin Figueira

                       Seattle
              At Facility
                      206 682 4706

3-15-01           Richland

   Tabletop


Ron Wilson, Washington

                       DOE






State DEM, 1-800-562-6108

3-22-01           Tesoro, Anacortes,
    Tabletop, Worst case
John Schumacher

                       WA
                          Drill at facility

360 293 1601

4-11-01           Washington County,    Earthquake exercise
Kelly Jo Jensen

                       Oregon
                                                     503  378 2911

5-2 & 3-01       King Salmon, AK        Training & Tabletop
Larry Iwamoto, USCG, AK



               Major exercise 

5-3-01             Swan Island Ship
    Operational Exercise
Chief Muir (Portland Fire)

                       Repair Yard. 
    Marine Fire Safety Drill
503 823 3736

                       Columbia River, Portland  


5-7 to 11-01    CSEPP

    Required exercise

Larry Keen 425 487 4757

5-9-01             Tosco, Tacoma,
     Tabletop & deploy-
Joe Chirco 

                       WA                              ment at facility
            562 906 7567

5-9-01             Umatilla & Morrow       CSEPP Exercise
            Larry Keen

                       Counties, Oregon,                                              425 487 4757

                        And Benton County, WA

YOUR EXERCISE AND TRAINING DATES ARE WELCOME, AND REQUESTED, AT THIS SITE, JUST EMAIL, OR REGULAR MAIL, THE INFORMATION TO ME.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

      Upcoming conferences

National Workshop on Domestic Preparedness and Counter terrorism.  Sponsored by the Emergency Services Training Institute.  March 19 – 22-01 in New Orleans.  1-866-878-8900 or www.wmdnationalworkshop.com Over 200 vendors.

Fire Department Instructors Conference, April 30 – May 6, 2001, Sacramento, CA.  1-888-472-7462.

WMD III.  Bio-Terrorism Consequence Management Table Top Exercise:  A Scenario Driven Disaster Planning Game.  Dulles Hilton, Herndon, VA.,  April 2-3, 2001.  See,  www.afji.com/conferences/program.htm
National REP (Radiological Emergency Preparedness) Program Conference,  Nashville,  April 2 – 5.  See, www.deq.state.la.us/nrep. 

Partners in Preparedness.  April 17 – 18, Bellevue, WA.  See, http://hrs.crgnet.com/wwen2001. 

National Disaster Medical System annual conference.  Dallas, April 21 – 25, 2001.  800-USA-NDMS or email at ndms@usanet.

Issues and Applications in Toxicology and Risk Assessment.  April 23 – 26, Holiday Inn Conference Center, Fairborn, Ohio.  Contact Janelle Dixon, (937) 258 2197.  

Vision 2001, “The Emerging Fire Service”.   March 18 – 22, Seattle, WA.   206 409 6929. 

National Disaster Medical System Conference.  April 21-25, Dallas Texas.  www.oep.dhhs.gov/NDMS_Conference/ndms_conference.html. Or (301) 443 1167.

National Planning Conference on WMD Terrorism.  Salt Lake City, Utah, April 30 – May 3, 2001.  Sponsored by the National Defense Industrial Association, in conjunction with IAFC, IACP, NBC Chemical and Industry Group.  http://register.ndia.org/interview/register.ndia?~Brochure~1450. 

Mass Casualty Incidents Conference and Exposition.  Baltimore, July 24 – 29.  See www.emsmci.com, or call 800-827-8009

CHER-CAP HAPPENINGS

It would seem that in the last issue I was incorrect in stating that the figures I quoted did not include the ones here in Region X.  I was informed that they were included.  I must have misread the information I had.  My apologies.  We are proceeding forward on the CHER-CAP in both Franklin County, Washington and the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Reservation.  February 27 to March 1 I will be at both sites and we expect to get much of our Phase 1 work accomplished at this time.  I am looking for good exercise evaluators in the area of Law Enforcement, Fire, EMS, Public Works and other related disciplines.  If you know of someone or would like to volunteer, let me know.  If you have not had exercise evaluation training, I want to get that done as soon as possible.          

POTPOURRI

NOTE;  I appreciate those who have sent me articles and items for this section of the UPDATE. Should you come across something that you think might be of interest to others, please forward it to me and if possible, I will include it in this section.  

1) NOAA has posted a new version of the Chemical Reactivity Worksheet.  This is version 1.3 and supercedes version 1.2.  It can be downloaded from, http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/chemaids/react.html.  2,500 new chemicals were added to the database, new profiles of these added chemicals and case study regarding them were added, and they added information about the products that could be generated during some kinds of reactions.  

2) Found this in the internet.  Water is important!!!  We all know that water is important but we have never seen it written down like this before.  “75% of Americans are chronically dehydrated (Likely applies to half the world population).  In 37% of Americans, the thirst mechanism is so weak that it is often mistaken for hunger.  Even MILD dehydration will slow down one’s metabolism as much as 3%.  One glass of water will shut down midnight hunger pangs for almost 100% of the dieters studied in a University of Washington study.  Lack of water is the #1 trigger of daytime fatigue.  Preliminary research indicates that 8 – 10 glasses of water a day could significantly ease back and joint pain for up to 80% of sufferers.  A mere 2% drop in body water can trigger fuzzy short-term memory, trouble with basic math, and difficulty focusing on the computer screen or on a printed page.  Drinking five glasses of water daily decreases the risk of colon cancer by 45%, plus it can slash the risk of breast cancer by 79% and one is 50% less likely to develop bladder cancer.”  My wife tells me that Coffee and Soda do not completely count.  As you can see from this, rehab is important. 

3) If you have not received the training kit from the National Propane Gas Association, visit their web site at, www.propanesafety.com/obtain.htm,  or call 1-800-968-9894.  This kit contains a 219-page book, facilitators guide, videotape and CD-ROM power point presentation of course material. 

4) Now here is an oxymoron for you, a “smart dummy”.  Charleston Air Force Base is testing a dummy that reacts as humanly as possible to various scenarios.  At present, they are testing it in terrorist scenarios with paramedics who try to “save’ the dummy.   The dummy is connected to a computer and responds realistically to medicines, IVs, changes in O2 content, CPR, intubation and so forth.  He can even “talk” with help from instructor.  If you happen to have an extra $120,000 in petty cash, this might be one you want to check out.  Future dummies will be able to have seizures, vomit, urinate and defecate.  I’ll have to find some more on this one. 

5) Conference.  The Flathead Nation 8th annual HazMat conference will be held in Polson, Montana March 12 – 15, 2001.  The theme this year is “Renewing Y2K Partnerships”.  I have attended the last two years, and have found this to be a very good conference.  The registration is only $25.00.  For more information call Lloyd or Jolene for details at (406) 675 2700 ext 1222, or call me as I have registration forms.  

6) The latest Critical Infrastructure Protection Info Gram, “911 Outage Procedures” is now available on the USFA web at www.usfa.fema.gov/cipc/igjan2501.htm. 

7) In addition to the material I sent out last month on FIRE grants and how to write a successful grant, there is also some help, in the form of a grant-writing tutorial, at, www.epa.gov/seahome/grants.html. Also, the break point for matches is 50,000 population.  Over 50K the match will be 30%, under 50K the match will be 10%.  In keeping with a note I sent out under separate cover several weeks ago, I once again urge those who are interested to get a plan and grant request together NOW.  These grants will be going fast and to those who are prepared.

8) If you have not already checked you medicine cabinet at home and disposed of all medicines with Phenylpropanolmine (PPA), now is the time to do so.  It is linked to increased brain hemorrhage, especially in women 18 – 49 after three days of medication.  The FDA recommends everyone seek alternative medication.  There is a large number with the substance in them, so check the labels.  

9) PDF.   Who among you would prefer to receive this publication in PDF format?  It is normally shipped in word (To those who get it electronically).  I have had a request from one person to ship this as a PDF file, and if there are more, I could make the change for them also.  Let me know, Thanks.

10)  Meth labs continue to be a problem.  In Washington State for the year 2000, the state department of Ecology helped clean up 1,449 labs.  This was 84% higher than the previous year.  The governor has promised to hire more help to deal with this problem. 

11) Free CD-ROM.  From NIOSH, contains the 2000 ERG, IDLH concentrations, equipment lists, the NIOSH Pocket guide and a number of other items.  Call 1-800-35-NIOSH.  Be prepared for a long wait and the usual “Press 1” jungle.

12) Firehouse Magazine, January 2001 issue has a good article titled, “Washington State Fire Training Academy: Specialized Training for Demanding Needs”.  Copy available if you do not receive this publication.

13) If you would like to get kids, grades 5 – 8, interested in the environment, try www.kcpt.org/olin.  At this site they will be a part of Captain Olin’s Odyssey.  This is a star trek like odyssey to a deserted planet.  The planet has been environmentally pristine for millions of years.  Kids are encouraged to think of ways to keep this environment from becoming damaged and if it does happen, how to reverse it.  Try it, you’ll like it, Mikey does!

14) LEPC INFO:  Any of you involved with LEPCs, know that keeping up interest and keeping them going can sometimes be a challenge.  How do you breath new life into an LEPC that has not been very active?  Are you involved in one that has needed this help?  Sarah Splattstoesser from Benton County, Washington is trying to rejuvenate their LEPC.  If you have ideas or suggestions that might help, you can email Sarah at, s.splatts@bces.wa.gov. If you wish, you could also cc me a copy and I will keep these suggestions on file.  This is a worthy project and any and all ideas are welcome.  I did give her the LEPC Info Exchange web site.  www.lepcinfoexchange.com. 

15) If you are interested in wildland fire issues, you might want to check out the report, “Initial Joint Review of Wildland Fire Safety at DOE Sites”.  www.eh.doe.gov/iopa/reports/emevals/0012firesafety/0012firesafety.htm.  If you want it in PDF, just substitute pdf for htm.  

16) Available.  The, “Annual Report to Congress and the President. Fiscal Years 1998 – 2000”.  From the Chemical Safety Board. This is dated 2-5-01 and, I believe, is the first report from CSB.  

17) The Washington State Fire Marshal now puts out a monthly bulletin with training information and other items.  If you would like to receive this electronic publication email basicff1@wsp.wa.gov, or call Shirley Mott at (360) 753 0443. 

18) Minutes and other information from the 2000 annual meeting of the States, British Columbia Oil Spill Task Force can be found at, www.env.gov.bc.ca/eeeb/taskforc/tfhome.htm.  

19)   Fire Fighting.com has a new section on their website totally devoted to grants.  Training, conferences, sources, etc.  You might want to check this one out at, www.firefighting.com/default.asp?goto=grant. 

20) Our old standby, NRT-1 is being rewritten.  FEMA has representatives on a committee, which is revising the document originally written in March of 1987.  Since then, there have been a number of changes in laws which are not reflected in the current document.  At this time, the plan is to have a draft of the revision ready by March 30, 2001.  I’ll keep you posted on its availability.  

21) Being always on the lookout for items of interest, I brought back three brochures from Alaska in February.  Machine copies available if you wish.  A)  Using A Burn Barrel in Alaska.  B)  Safe Campfires in Alaska.  C)  Protecting Your Home or Cabin From Wildland Fires.

22) Article obtained from Firefighting.com;  “Responding to Radiation Incidents: Concepts and Tactics for HazMat Teams, Part 1”  I hope Part II is not far off.  Available.  

23) EPA and the Environmental Council of the States have joined to produce the, “Interim Information Products Bulletin”.  This is a list of upcoming “significant information products’ being produced by EPA.  This website will provide pre-publication notification of these products and, in some cases, identify opportunities for stakeholder involvement.  If you would like to learn more about this, try www.epa.gov/ipbpages. 

24) The International Association of Emergency Managers has proposed for one of its 2001 goals to increase their partnerships with Tribal Emergency Managers.  They would like to; Increase the Tribal membership by at least 4 in 2001, Represent IAEM to tribal emergency management and foster better communications, participate in position papers to ensure that tribal impacts are considered, and analyze current and emerging issues and their impact on Indian Country and tribal emergency management programs.  If you know someone at one of the local Tribes, have them contact Tim Sanders, the Emergency Operations Coordinator for the Gila River Indian Community (520) 562 4487.  

25) BODY CHEMISTRY.  HDL; Stands for high-density-lipoprotein.  It is known as the “good” cholesterol.  HDL balances LDL transport by helping with cholesterol removal from your arteries.  LDL; Stands for low-density-lipoprotein.  It is known as the “bad” cholesterol.  Increased levels of LDL cause the buildup and blockage of the arteries. TRIGLYCERIDES; About 98% to 99% of the fat in your blood is composed of triglycerides.  Elevated levels are associated with heart attacks, diabetes, poor circulation, and by drinking alcoholic beverages.  Increased levels can be caused by eating fats and sugar.  Levels can be lowered by exercise, diet, and by eating high fiber foods.  Remember the cardiologists diet: if it tastes good, spit it out.  
VIDEOS, BOOKS AND CDs AVAILABLE FOR LOAN

BOOKS

Domestic Preparedness Courses on Defense 

Against Weapons of Mass Destruction.   5 separate 

books.  The course books are the Instructor 

Guides.

1) Responder Awareness Course

2) Responder Operations Course

3) Technician Course

4) Incident Command Course

5) Reference Guide.  This guide has a great deal of useful information in it.

CD. Not yet numbered
Reducing Disaster Losses.  From FEMA Region X.  

This is a Community Outreach toolkit that talks 

about Hazard loss Reduction Strategies, FEMA 

Program Assistance, Project Impact Tools, and 

Business Resources.  There are over 340 files, 140 

direct web links and 2 movies on this disc.

VIDEO
FR100/27
EENET from FEMA.  November 29,2000.  Virginia 

Beach Fire Department Special.  Two 30 minute 

videos, one is about an accident involving a piece of 

heavy fire apparatus.  The accident injured three 

fire fighters and caused about $200,000 in 

damage and cost $400,000 to replace the vehicle.  

The second video is about haw a community 

rebounds after experiencing catastrophic flood 

damage.

VIDEO-EMDIS110/17
EENET from FEMA, November, 2000.  Critical 

Incident Stress Management For Schools – Part 1.  

Condensed version includes administrative 

concerns, goals and objectives and how to use 

crisis resources.

VIDEO-EMDIS110/11.4.11     EENET from FEMA, November 2000.  Includes 

a section on using mass transit for evacuation, 

news from around FEMA, and a section produced 

by the Seattle Fire Department on responding to 

an emergency that involves WMD and how to take 

care of responders and victims.

Video-EMDIS110/01
EENET from FEMA.  November, 2000.  A 1-hour 

tape talking about current issues in emergency 

management, including how to build mutual aid 

agreements.

HazMat TEAM PROFILE

None available this month.

TERRORISM

NOTES

1)  From our Regional terrorism POC through the Region VII terrorism 

POC comes the following list of suggested reading in the arena of terrorism. 

     A)  Poison Gas – The Myths Versus Reality
James W. Hammond

     B)  Plague Wars




Mangold, Golberg

     C)  Bio-Hazard




         K. Alibeck

     D)  Holy Terror: Armageddon in Tokyo 

Brackett

     E)  Influenza 1918




Lezzoni

     F)  Isaac’s Storm




E. Larson

     G)  A Higher Form of Killing


Harris

     H)  America’s Achilles Heel
Falkenrath, Newman, Thayer

      I)  The New Terrorism



W. Laqurur

     J)  The New Jackals




R. Simon

     K)  Destroying the World to Save it

R. Lifton

     L)  Chemical & Biological Warfare


B. Solomon

     M)  Soldiers of God:  White Supremacists
Craig Bushan

           And the Holy War for America

     N)  Wrath of Angels: The American

R. Thomas

           Abortion War

     O)  Toxic Terror




Jonathon Tucker

*    P)   Living Terrors




Osterholm & Schwartz

*    Q)   The Hot Zone




Richard Preston

     FICTION

 *    P)  The Cobra Event




Richard Preston

  denotes this title available in Region X lending library.

2) An article in the Washington Post says that the U.S. Commission on National Security has proposed that the Coast Guard, Customs Service, FEMA and Border Patrol be formed into a new agency, “Homeland Security”.  I’ll keep on top of this.

3) The U.S. is not alone in getting Anthrax threats.  In the last few days of January, Canada had over 25 reports of anthrax threats.  A Wal-Mart store in Victoria, British Columbia was one of the victims.  They got an envelope with an oily substance inside.  Several of the letters were post marked from Florida.  No positive results from any as of yet.  

4) Available.  A report on the DECON Foam developed by Sandia Labs.  “Formulations for the Decontamination and Mitigation of CB Warfare Agents, Toxic Hazardous Materials, Viruses, Bacteria and Bacterial Spores”. 

5) Available, the 54 recommendations from the National Governors Association titled, “States’ Regional Terrorism Policy Forums:  Protecting States Critical Infrastructures”.  4 pages.  Also, the executive summary from the Stimson Center titled, “Ataxia:  The Chemical and Biological Terrorism Threat and the US Response”.

6) Congressmen Luther and Norwood (States Unknown) have 

introduced a bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to 

temporarily expand the Department of Defense program by which 

state and local law enforcement agencies may procure certain law 

enforcement equipment through the DOD.  More as it becomes 

available.

7) Listing of 2001 SBCCOM/CBIAC meetings and events is available 

at, www.cbiac.apgea.army.mil/awareness/calendar.html. 

8) Management of National Guard Weapons of Mass Destruction Civil 

Support Teams.  (Audit Report) From the office of the Inspector 

General, Department of Defense.  Available at, 

www.dodig.osd.mil/audit/reports/01-043ptl.pdf.

9) Notice received from Paul Maniscalco.  The US Army Medical 

Research Institute of Chemical Defense is offering a course on-line 

titled, “Medical Management of Chemical Casualties”.  To take the 

course you need a Pentium 133 or higher, 32MB of RAM, and 

recommended screen resolution of 800 x 600 pixels.  To view or 

start the course visit, 

http://ccc.apgea.army.mil/CD_WWWPresentations/Start.htm. 

THE LAST WORD

Several people, including Ron Bowen of the Washington Fire Protection Bureau,  brought the following article to my attention.  It is a good reminder of how important Decontamination can be.  I am not sure just where this originated.

“Nasocomial Poisoning Associated With Emergency Department Treatment of Organophosphate Toxicity --- Georgia, 2000.

Emergency Department (ED) staff caring for patients contaminated with toxic chemicals are at risk for developing toxicity from secondary contamination.  This report describes three cases of occupational illnesses associated with organophosphate toxicity caused by exposure to a contaminated patient and underscores the importance of using person protective equipment (PPE) and establishing and following decontamination procedures in EDs and other areas of acute care hospitals.

Patient 1

On April 11, a 40-year-old man intentionally ingested approximately 110 g of a veterinary insecticide concentrate.  The insecticide contained 73% naphthalene, xylene, and surfactant, and 11.6% phosmet.  On clinical examination at a local hospital ED approximately 20 minutes after the ingestion, the patient had profuse oral and bronchial secretions, vomiting, bronchospasm, and respiratory distress.  He was intubated for airway management and ventilation.  To control secretions, he receives 4 g pralidoxime and 22mg atropine during the next 24 hours.  The patient improved over a 9-day period and was transferred to a psychiatric facility.  

The patient was brought to the ED by a friend, not by emergency medical services, and the friend developed symptoms that required treatment.  ED personnel exposed to the patient had symptoms within an hour of his arrival.  The staff noted a chemical odor in the ED and contacted the regional poison center, which recommended decontaminating the patient’s skin and placing gastric contents in a sealed container to minimize evaporation; however, no decontamination was performed.  

Health-Care Worker 1

A 45-year-old ED nursing assistant providing care to patient 1 developed respiratory distress, profuse secretions, emesis, diaphoresis, and weakness.  She had contact with the patient’s skin, respiratory secretions, and emesis.  She was admitted to the hospital and required intubations for 24 hours to support respiration.  After medical management and serial doses of atropine and pralidoxime for 7 days, her respiratory function improved, and she was discharged after 9 days of hospitalization.

Health Care Worker 2

A 32-year-old ED nurse had diaphoresis, confusion, hyper salivation, nausea, and abdominal cramps while caring for patient 1.  Although she did not have skin contact with his secretions or emesis, she had shared his breathing space.  After treatment with 10 mg of atropine and pralidoxime over the next 12 hours, her symptoms resolved.

Health Care Worker 3

A 56-year-old nurse providing care for patient 1 was admitted to the hospital with dyspnea, confusion, and headache.  Although she did not have skin contact with secretions or emesis from patient 1, she had shared his breathing space.  She was given 6mg of atropine without relief of dispend.  As a result of excessive atropine, she experienced hallucinations.  On recommendation of the regional poison center, she received intravenous lorazepam and was observed until the episode resolved.  She improved overnight and was discharged .

Reported by Georgia Poison Center, state epidemiologist, Georgia Division of Public Health and a number of others.  

Editorial note:

During the incident in this report, health-care workers were exposed to a patient contaminated with an organophosphate insecticide.  These health-care workers were not wearing appropriate respiratory or skin protective equipment while caring for the patient.  As a result, three health-care workers developed symptoms consistent with organophosphate intoxication and required treatment.  This was the third episode reported during 2000 to the Georgia Poison Center of nasocomial poisoning of ED staff involved in the care of patients who had intentionally ingested a concentrated organophosphate mixed with xylene and other hydrocarbon solvents.  Similar incidents have occurred elsewhere.  During 1987 – 1998, the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health identified 46 health-care workers who had acute pesticide-related illness after providing care to a pesticide-contaminated patient.

The Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations requires hospitals to have a plan to manage contaminated patients; however, these recommendations do not include a plan to protect health-care workers caring for contaminated patients.  During 1996 – 1998, surveys of hospitals in Georgia and at level 1 trauma centers nationally indicated that few acute care hospitals had trained staff, equipment, and procedures to safely care for contaminated patients.

Depending on the extent of the contamination, health-care workers caring for chemically contaminated patients should use level C protection (i.e., full face mask and powered/non-powered canister/cartridge filtration respirator) or level B protection (i.e., supplied air respirator or self-contained breathing apparatus).  The type of canister/cartridge should be appropriate to the agent;  if the agent cannot be identified, and organic vapor/HEPA filter is recommended.  To prevent dermal absorption, chemical barrier protection appropriate to the contaminate is needed; latex medical gloves are of little protection against many chemicals.  In addition to the need for surface decontamination of patients, body fluids also must be contained to prevent dermal and inhalational exposure.  To limit distant spread of the contaminant, the EDs ventilation exhaust should be directed away from the hospital’s main ventilation system. “

(I have the complete article with references if you need it)








































































