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[image: image9.wmf]Local Banks Honored in D.C.

[image: image10.wmf]Washington Mutual Bank and Seafirst Bank/Bank of America were singled out during the December  1998 inaugural Project Impact Summit with the Model National Corporate Partner Award.

Accepting the award on behalf of both partners, Douglas Lynne Chandler, Washington Mutual Bank VP and Manager of Business Contingency Planning, said that the disaster prevention loan packages developed with Seattle’s Project Impact initiative are ideal concepts for “exporting” to other Project Impact communities.

“Our loan packages can make communities safer if a natural disaster strikes, and after all, we’re a major stockholder in residential mortgages,” said Chandler. “Helping homeowners protect their property helps protect our investments. We are working a partnership with our customers to help both sides—lender and property owner.”
Washington Mutual and Seafirst Bank/ Bank of America are working together, encouraging other communities to create similar pre-disaster prevention programs to create new loan packages.
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Welcome to our new Project Impact newsletter, Project Impact Today. It’s designed to share the wealth of good ideas that are already enriching our Project Impact communities, and to help generate and sustain enthusiasm for the disaster prevention efforts that are at the heart of this initiative.
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[image: image14.wmf]Project Impact Today will highlight projects that reflect the community commitment, vision and creativity that are so essential to Project Impact—and will feature individuals who are making particular contributions to Project Impact in their cities and towns.

Our communities have already accomplished a great deal, and there are many good ideas worth sharing. Seattle, for instance, has earned national attention for pioneering a residential earthquake retrofit program that encompasses fast-track permitting, contractor training and special incentive loan packages from major banks.

Tillamook and Benton Counties (Oregon) have brought a wide array of partners into their Project Impact efforts. King and Pierce Counties (Washington) have formed a “joint venture” to tackle mitigation on a regional level, with an emphasis on transportation issues. Enthusiasm for Project Impact abounds in all of our communities.

We were thrilled that many of our local partners attended the December Project Impact Summit in Washington D.C., and were able to hear first hand what their counterparts are doing in other areas of the country. At the Summit, James Lee Witt announced the 1999 Project Impact communities, and we are pleased to welcome Kenai Peninsula Borough (Alaska), Kamiah (Idaho), Multnomah County (Oregon), and Walla Walla County (Washington) to the Project Impact effort here in Region 10.

We are excited about working with all of our Region 10 partners as we strive to achieve our goal of building disaster resistant communities.

We welcome your comments and suggestions about how to make Project Impact Today useful to all of you—and how to make Project Impact itself an even greater success here in Region 10!


Seattle Disaster Saturdays 

Building on Success

Less than a year in the making, the City of Seattle’s seismic retrofit program was introduced to Seattle residents through October’s “Disaster Saturday” workshops.  Over 700 home and business owners heard first-hand accounts of city earthquake hazards, and attended hands-on workshops on affordable home retrofit techniques, financing options and fast track permitting.

...continued on column 2
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Target participants are FEMA officials, state emergency managers, state fire marshals, state Y2K coordinators, and regional representatives of key federal agencies.

In addition to providing a forum for Y2K compliance assessments and response coordination, regional workshops will help set the agenda for the national Y2K exercise scheduled in Washington D.C. this June.

For more information on the upcoming workshop contact Nettie Lewis, (425) 487-4751.




To Date:

· Over 450 homeowners have attended earthquake-retrofitting courses, a number that continues to grow by hundreds of homeowners and contractors every month.

· An even easier and more complete building permit form is in its final stages.

· Over 20 structural retrofit contractors are being trained every month.

· Half of the 26 Seattle schools with overhead hazards are undergoing non-structural seismic retrofitting through Project Impact.

· By April 10, well over 100 contractors will have received training.

Also coming this April:

· More lenders will join Washington Mutual Bank and Seafirst Bank/ Bank of America to develop mitigation incentive packages.

For additional information call (206) 615-0288 or visit Seattle’s Project Impact website: http://www.ci.seattle.wa.us/projectimpact
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Nat’l media nabs a piece of PROJECT IMPACT


-Publishes Relief Guide-


The National Association of Broadcasters (NAB) has partnered with the American Red Cross, the Salvation Army, and FEMA to offer “Disasters Don’t Have to be Disastrous,” a step-by-step community prevention and disaster relief guide for Broadcasters. The guide is available from NAB: (202) 429-5448, and FEMA publications warehouse: (800) 480-2520.
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BUILDING DISASTER RESISTANT COMMUNITIES ONE STEP AT A TIME








Benton County builds on proven partnerships


Oregon’s Benton County was an original conceiver of the community-based concept for building disaster resistance. The County's close relationship with partners such as Hewlett-Packard  (which has provided a loaned-executive) and CH2M Hill creates a ready pool of stakeholders and talent to help implement Project Impact.


Call Diane Merten, BCEMC, (541) 745-7603, � HYPERLINK mailto:dfmerten@proaxis.com ��dfmerten@proaxis.com�


.
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For more information on CREW and the 1999 Earthquake Conference summary reports, call Executive Director Rob Johnson, (360) 336-5494 � HYPERLINK mailto:rob@skat.net) ��rob@skat.net�
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Region 10’s first in a series of Y2K Preparation & Consequence Management Workshops will be held in Vancouver, WA, March 23-24, 1999. The workshops are designed to identify problems, plan responses and develop joint contingency plans.


( See Y2K on Page 3





FEMA Director James L. Witt (L) and Washington Mutual Bank’s Douglas Lynne Chandler.








3rd ANNUAL EARTHQUAKE CONFERENCE


-Cascadia: Building a Disaster-Resistant Region- 





The Cascadia Region Earthquake Workgroup’s (CREW) Third Annual Earthquake Conference is poised for its opening session in Seattle’s Bell Harbor International Conference Center as this issue goes to print. “Breaking new ground” early on, the meeting opened with a ‘newscast’ by KIRO-TV news anchor Mike James dramatizing the occurrence of a magnitude 8.7 Richter Scale earthquake that devastates major cities along the I-5 corridor from Corvallis, Oregon to Vancouver, British Columbia.


This year’s conference focuses on transferring Project Impact disaster mitigation tools to other Cascadia Region communities, and encouraging new private/public partnerships among conference attendees.





Workshop


in March





Nat’l media nabs a piece of PROJECT IMPACT


-Publishes Relief Guide-


The National Association of Broadcasters (NAB) has partnered with the American Red Cross, the Salvation Army, and FEMA to offer “Disasters Don't Have to be Disastrous,” a step-by-step community prevention and disaster relief guide for Broadcasters. The guide is available from NAB: (202) 429-5448, and FEMA publications warehouse: (800) 480-2520.(





Tillamook’s "critter pads" save livestock


The days of finding piles of bloated cow carcasses right after flooding are over. With the adoption of the “critter pad” concept, the legendary floods that plague Tillamook County no longer claim the lives of the prized animals that produce Tillamook’s famed dairy products. 


Continued on Page 5 





Anchorage to promote wildfire mitigation


Anchorage is tackling the unique wildfire threat posed by stands of spruce trees killed by a bark beetle infestation. A unique partnership of stakeholders, including insurance companies, native corporations and local natural resource agencies, is developing wildfire mitigation strategies.


Initial priorities include firebreaks and public information outreach. Call Anchorage Operations Coordinator Hal Wiley,  (907) 267-4945.
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REGION 10 LIAISON OFFICERS


ALASKA


Municipality of Anchorage	Jean Chaney	425-487-4630


	jean.chaney@fema.gov





Kenai Peninsula Borough	Kathleen Marsh 	425-487-4765


	cathleen.marsh@fema.gov





IDAHO


Boise	Pat Massey	425-487-4626


	�HYPERLINK "mailto:patrick.massey@fema.gov"��patrick.massey@fema.gov�





Kamiah	Bob Freitag	425-487-4701


	� HYPERLINK mailto:bob.freitag@fema.gov ��bob.freitag@fema.gov�





OREGON


Tillamook & Benton County	Andrew Hendrickson	425-487-4784


	� HYPERLINK mailto:andy.hendrickson@fema.gov ��andrew.hendrickson@fema.gov�





Multnomah County	Bob Freitag	425-487-4701








WASHINGTON


Seattle	Bob Freitag	425-487-4701





Pierce & King County	Dianna Rice	425-487-4736


	dianna.rice@fema.gov





Walla Walla County	Mark Eberlein 	425-487-4735


	mark.eberlein@fema.gov
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  TODAY





A monthly newsletter published by FEMA Region 10 to share information, leverage resources and capitalize on proven successes for building Project Impact disaster-resistant communities.





Contact: Mike Howard


Phone (425) 487-4610


Fax (425) 487-4690


mike.howard@fema.gov





Free Emergency Guide


FEMA’s popular Emergency Guide for Business and Industry is now available on-line! The guide provides step-by-step advice on creating and maintaining emergency management programs for manufacturers and corporate offices.


The Guide is available from FEMA’s Library: � HYPERLINK http://www.fema.gov ��http://www.fema.gov�. 





David L. de Courcy


Director, FEMA Region 10
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From the Regional Director


Where we’re at, Where we’re Going, and…Why a Newsletter?








WORKSHOP
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Roger Faris: Project Impact waiting to happen


Long before Project Impact, Roger Faris, coordinator for Seattle’s Phinney Ridge Neighborhood Association’s “Well Home Program,” was talking disaster-resistant communities...he just didn't know it yet!


Regularly appearing on local radio public affairs programs, and writing columns for community newspapers, Roger championed the cause of building safer communities one home at a time.


“When Seattle Emergency Management director Jim Mullen solicited input for the new Seattle Project Impact pilot program, I knew I’d be working with kindred spirits,” says Faris.


Faris’ community Tool Lending Library and self-help Home Retrofit classes served as the venue for Seattle’s Project Impact Signing Ceremony, which included Seattle Mayor Paul Schell, FEMA Director James Lee Witt, University of Washington President Dr. Richard McCormick, and SAFECO chairman and CEO Roger Eigsti.


Every month the Phinney Ridge “Well Home Program" instructs about 100 homeowners and contractors on ways to improve the quality and safety of area homes. It is a program ripe for “exporting” to other Project Impact communities. 


Call Roger at the Phinney Neighborhood Association Tool Lending Library: (206) 789-4993.





USGS study to aid Boise River flood mitigation
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1998 PROJECT IMPACT COMMUNITIES IN REGION 10
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     As in many Northwest communities, the Boise metropolitan area has seen tremendous growth in recent years, heightening the need for hazard loss reduction strategies Building on prior mitigation successes, the City of Boise has organized its Project Impact Committee into four subcommittees, each addressing a priority natural hazard.








King and Pierce Counties target transportation corridors � EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





In the event of an earthquake, bridge failures between Seattle and Tacoma—both highway and rail—represent a potentially severe threat to the region’s economy. For this reason, interest in the sustainability of the I-5 transportation corridor during and after a disaster has brought together a dynamic group with a vision to find ways to protect life and commerce in Pierce and King Counties.


Participants in the counties’ Project Impact transportation group are shifting the traditional focus from individual bridge retrofits to a more comprehensive approach to transportation systems. Data from participants and computer-driven Geographic Information Systems will be used to create a series of disaster scenarios. The scenarios will be used to develop recommendations to reduce the vulnerability of critical roadway segments.


The counties’ Project Impact transportation initiative reflects diverse partnerships and broad vision. Call Eric Holdeman (King County) at (206) 205-8100; or Steve Bailey (Pierce County) at (253) 798-6595. 





As in many Northwest communities, the Boise metropolitan area has seen tremendous growth in recent years, heightening the need for hazard loss reduction strategies.  Building on prior mitigation successes, the city of Boise has organized its Project Impact Committee into four subcommittees, each addressing a priority natural hazard.


One subcommittee is focusing on the most visible hazard—the Boise River. A half-million dollar restudy of the Boise River conducted by the U.S. Geological Survey and cost-shared by the affected local communities and FEMA, coupled with comprehensive flood mitigation planning, will attack future flooding, enhance riverine recreational uses and preserve selected natural areas. Call Gary Lyman (208) 384-4422.
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Kenai Peninsula pursues unique partners


Alaska’s Kenai Peninsula Borough is developing potential partnerships that could include the petroleum and fishing industries and Native Corporations. More than 20 potential projects are under consideration.


They range from flood-prone property acquisitions and public facility retrofitting, to low-interest loan programs and non-structural mitigation options. Use of the Alaska Youth Corps is being considered as an option to provide non-structural mitigation support for senior citizens.


Call John Alcantra (907) 262-4910, jalcan@borough.kenai.ak.us





1999 PROJECT IMPACT COMMUNITIES IN REGION 10





Walla Walla County's local flood council to take on erosion and wildfire


Eastern Washington’s Walla Walla County will expand its proven Citizen Advisory Council Flood Hazard Management initiatives to encompass steep slope erosion and wildfire hazards. The council includes local colleges, the Washington State Penitentiary at Walla Walla, state agencies, and neighboring Columbia County.


Call Project Impact Coordinator Don Marlatt (509) 527-3285.





Kamiah is poised to tackle flooding 


The Idaho mountain community of Kamiah, like a majority of communities throughout the state, is built on an alluvial fan at the base of a steep canyon. Flooding is common—and debris flows can be deadly.


Kamiah stakeholders, small businesses, ranchers, and local government agencies are being assembled with an eye towards exporting solutions throughout Idaho. Call Kamiah Mayor Bob Olive, (208) 935-2672.





Tillamook (cont.)


The county used a simple strategy: it built earthen mounds as a refuge for the herds.  This technique is now widespread in Oregon and Washington.


Tillamook’s mitigation efforts have saved more than livestock. To date, 27 homes have been raised 3 feet above flood level—and all escaped damage during this year’s floods.


Elevations and buy-outs continue to show promise—as do new initiatives to address landslides, earthquakes and coastal erosion.


Call Tillamook County Emergency Management Director Tom Manning (503) 842-3412 � HYPERLINK mailto:manning@co.tillamook.or.us ��tmanning@co.tillamook.or.us�


  





Multnomah County enlists local groups for broad mitigation effort


The Johnson Creek Watershed Council and East County User Board form the nucleus for Oregon’s Multnomah County Project Impact partnership. Issues discussed during the initial Project Impact kick-off meeting included:


Disaster preparedness and non-structural mitigation for schools.


Johnson Creek Watershed hazard mitigation.


Earthquake hazard mitigation and damage assessment strategies.


Community Response Team approach to family preparedness.


Call Doug McGillivray (503) 618-2353, � HYPERLINK mailto:mcgillivray@ci.gresham.or.us ��mcgillivray@ci.gresham.or.us�
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