Track 3- Pushing the Envelope

Community-Oriented Risk Assessment
Tuesday, November 14  -   8:30am0:15am, 2:30pm-4:15pm
THE PROCESS

“Developing a Community-Based Risk and Vulnerability Assessment” Presented by Pam Pogue, Rhode Island State NFIP Coordinator/State Coordinator for Project Impact

Focus will be on the process associated with developing a community risk and vulnerability assessment: information/data sources, who should be involved, lessons learned from previous experiences. Also to be covered—how to integrate the results of the RVA into your Hazard Mitigation Strategy, how to derive mitigation actions from the results of the RVA and mechanisms available to “institutionalize” hazard mitigation into Government’s daily decision- making process.

THE COMPONENTS

“Assessing Environmental Resources At Risk from Natural Disasters” Presented by Chris Chung, Program Manager, Hawaii Coastal Zone Management Program

Focus will be on how to consider environmental resources at risk and their value in reducing damage from natural disasters. Focus will be on how environmental resources such as wetlands and dunes play a role in damage reduction; where to get information and resources from the RVA and how to develop mitigation actions to protect these resources while also reducing damage.
THE TOOLS

“The Application of GIS in Developing Your Community’s Multi-Hazard Risk & Vulnerability Assessment” Presented by Bill Medeiros, GIS Manager, County of Maui, Hawaii

A Live GIS presentation by Bill Medeiros will demonstrate the applicability of GIS as a tool to be used in developing your community’s risk and vulnerability assessment for a multi-hazard mitigation strategy. Also demonstrated will be the value of applying GIS in land use and planning and how hazard mitigation must become a component of local land use decisions.

“Disasters and Urban Growth” Presented by Wil Orr and Hoyt Johnson, NASA/Prescott College.  
Urban growth (Sprawl, by another name..) sets the stage for heavy disaster losses in many communities by permitting development into at-risk areas. Presentations by this group will demonstrate the impacts of a variety of urban growth patterns overlaid with selected extreme weather events (inland and coastal flooding from hurricanes and coastal storms) for a community in South Maui, Hawaii. The results of the growth scenarios have been derived from public meetings with citizen groups. This process is an alternative to "growth by default" – approving individual building permits (and variances...) without consideration to the long-term risks they place on citizens. These presenters advocate a closer working relationship between the Planning Community (staff planners and elected officials alike) and the Emergency Management sector who are the first ones called in to fix something they didn't break.
