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US&R Exercise Coordinated Messaging Talking Points

· This is an exercise designed to strengthen the capability of FEMA’s urban search-and-rescue task forces to respond to a disaster or a structural collapse.  

· The bottom line in an exercise like this – someday lives may be saved because of the skills these rescuers gain here.  These first responders consistently go to the front lines when America needs them most.  We should be proud to have them as a part of our community.
· In places like California millions of people living with the constant threat of an earthquake depend on the urban search-and-rescue task forces.  We should be thankful for all the task forces’ efforts to make our communities safer.

· Not only are these first responders a national resource that can be deployed to a major disaster or structural collapse anywhere in the country.  They are also the local firefighters and paramedics who answer when you call 911 at home – in this case [task force home towns.]

· Nearly XXX rescuers will participate in the exercise, [time and date.]  These task forces will assemble and deploy from their home stations to [place of exercise.]  Task forces from [fill in cities] will participate in the exercise.

· During the exercise rescuers will use specialized cameras, microphones, specialized shoring and extraction equipment, as well as trained search dogs in a simulated rubble pile.  

· Each task force includes 62 firefighters, paramedics, engineers and physicians and six highly-trained search-and-rescue dog/handler teams.

· US&R task force members work in four areas of specialization: search, to find victims trapped after a disaster; rescue, which includes safely digging victims out of tons of collapsed concrete and metal; technical, made up of structural specialists who make rescues safe for the rescuers; and medical, which cares for the victims before and after a rescue.

· Press briefings on a variety of search-and-rescue topics will be held at [place of exercise] beginning [date.]

· Media interested in covering the event should contact FEMA public affairs for details at [telephone number.]




Urban Search and Rescue


Talking Points























































































































