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Search and Rescue Efforts

· Verified facts about the disaster: 

· When the disaster occurred

· What happened (stick to the facts)

· Where injured individuals are being taken

· Whether there are confirmed fatalities (do not say how many… the Columbine incident is proof of how this number can change as the incident develops)

· FEMA is here providing support and technical assistance to local and state emergency management officials 

· That support includes [two] [31 person] urban search-and-rescue task forces, each supported by [four] rescue dogs.  The teams are working [12-hour shifts round-the-clock] to locate survivors. 

· Each member of the FEMA task forces is highly trained for search-and-rescue operations in damaged or collapsed structures, hazardous materials evaluations, stabilization of damaged structures and can provide emergency medical care to the injured.

· Obviously, our hearts go out to everyone affected by this disaster.  We will work as hard as we can for as long as we are needed to locate the missing individuals.

· We are working intimately with local and state emergency managers on this disaster, as well as a number of federal partners.

· We will provide the next press briefing at [time and location].

· Additional media inquiries should be directed to [name] at [number].  
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